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LET  US  LIVE 
OUR  RELIGION 


by  President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 


I  will  say  now  to  all  of  the  Latter-day  Saints, 
let  us  live  our  religion,  let  us  do  all  in  our  power 
to  plant  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  the  glorious 
truth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Redeemer  of 
the  world,  and  that  Joseph  Smith  is  a  prophet 
of  the  living  God,  whom  the  Lord  raised  up  in 
these  last  days  to  restore  the  everlasting  gospel 
and  power  of  the  Holy  Priesthood.  We  should 
set  an  example;  we  should  be  true  to  the  faith; 
we  should  be  true  to  our  covenants,  true  to  the 
Lord,  and  true  to  one  another. 


The  Spirit  of  the  gospel  leads  men  to  righ- 
teousness, to  love  their  fellowmen,  and  to  labor 
for  their  salvation  and  exaltation;  it  inspires 
them  to  do  good  and  not  evil,  to  avoid  even 
the  appearance  of  sin;  and  the  aim  and  purpose 
of  this  work  is  the  eternal  happiness  of  man, 
both  in  this  life  and  in  the  life  to  come. 


We  carry  to  the  world  the  olive  branch  of 
peace.  We  present  to  the  world  the  law  of  the 


Lord,  the  truth,  as  it  has  been  revealed  in  the 
latter  days,  .  ,  .  We  bear  no  malice  nor  ill  will 
toward  the  children  of  men.  The  spirit  of  for- 
giveness pervades  the  hearts  of  the  saints,  and 
they  do  not  cherish  a  desire  for  or  feeling  of 
revenge.  .  .  .  They  say  in  their  hearts,  let  the 
Lord  judge  between  us  and  our  enemies;  as  for 
us,  we  forgive  them,  and  we  bear  no  maUce 
toward  any. 


Our  Savior  came  into  the  world  to  teach  us 
love  for  each  other,  and  as  that  great  lesson  was 
made  manifest  through  his  great  suffering  and 
death  that  we  might  live,  should  we  not  express 
our  love  for  our  fellowmen  by  service  rendered 
in  their  behalf?  Should  we  not  show  our  ap- 
preciation for  the  infinite  service  he  rendered 
us,  by  giving  service  in  his  cause? 


The  man  who  does  only  those  things  in  the 
Church  which  concern  himself  alone  will  never 
reach  exaltation.  .  .  .  The  man  who  is  willing  to 
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pray,  to  pay  his  tithes  and  offerings,  and  to 
attend  to  the  ordinary  duties  which  concern 
his  own  personal  life,  and  nothing  more,  will 
never  reach  the  goal  of  perfection. 

//  we  will  just  be  true  and  faithful  to  every 
covenant,  to  every  principle  of  truth  that  he 
has  given  us,  then  after  the  resurrection  we  will 
come  back  into  his  presence  and  we  will  be  just 
like  he  is;  we  will  have  bodies  that  will  shine 
like  the  sun.  Moreover,  if  we  are  faithful  and 
true  while  we  are  here,  we  will  be  his  sons  and 
daughters. 

I  feel  grateful  to  my  Heavenly  Father  that 
I  have  been  permitted  to  live  in  this  generation 
and  have  been  permitted  to  become  acquainted 
somewhat  with  the  principles  of  the  gospel.  I 
am  thankful  that  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
having  a  testimony  of  its  truth,  and  that  I  am 
permitted  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  truth 
that  the  gospel  has  been  restored  to  man. 

This  testimony  comes  from  God;  it  convinces 
all  to  whom  it  is  given  in  spite  of  themselves, 
and  it  is  worth  more  to  men  than  any  sign  or 
gift,  because  it  gives  peace,  happiness,  and  con- 
tentment to  the  soul. 

The  kingdom  of  God  and  the  work  of  the 
Lord  will  spread  more  and  more;  it  will  progress 
more  rapidly  in  the  world  in  the  future  than  it 
has  done  in  the  past.  . . .  It  is  God's  work,  which 
he  himself,  by  his  own  wisdom  and  not  by  the 
wisdom  of  man,  has  restored  to  the  earth  in 
the  latter  days. 

Our  mission  is  to  save,  to  preserve  from  evil, 
to  exalt  mankind,  to  bring  light  and  truth  into 
the  world,  to  prevail  upon  the  people  of  the 
earth  to  walk  righteously  before  God  and  to 
honor  him  in  their  lives  and  with  the  first  fruits 
of  all  their  substance  and  increase. 

We  ought  to  say  in  our  hearts,  let  the  Lord 
judge  between  me  and  thee,  but  as  for  me,  I 
will  forgive.  ...  Dismiss  envy  and  hatred  from 
your  hearts;  dismiss  the  feeling  of  unforgive- 
ness;  and  cultivate  in  your  soul  that  spirit  of 
Christ  that  cried  out  upon  the  cross,  '^Father, 
forgive  them;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 


(Luke  23:34.)  This  is  the  spirit  that  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  ought  to  possess  all  day  long.  It  is  a 
good  thing  to  be  at  peace  with  the  Lord. 

The  great  work  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
is  not  for  self  alone.  They  work  for  the 
benefit  of  man.  When  a  man  joins  the  Church, 
it  is  on  the  principle  of  faith  in  the  Father  and 
in  the  Son  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  on  the 
principle  that  he  accepts  all  that  pertains  to  the 
gospel.  These  requirements  are  made  of  all 
men  who  seek  repentance  and  a  place  in  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  perfect  law 
of  liberty;  it  will  lead  man  to  the  highest  state 
of  glory  and  exalt  him  in  the  presence  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  if  he  is  willing  to  listen  to  the 
counsels  of  those  whom  the  Lord  has  appointed 
to  guide  him. 

The  object  of  our  being  here  is  to  do  the  will 
of  the  Father  as  it  is  done  in  heaven,  to  work 
righteousness  in  the  earth,  to  subdue  wicked- 
ness and  put  it  under  our  feet,  to  conquer  sin 
and  the  adversary  of  our  souls,  to  rise  above  the 
imperfections  and  weaknesses  of  poor  fallen 
humanity,  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Lord  and 
his  power  made  manifest,  and  thus  become  the 
saints  and  servants  of  the  Lord  in  the  earth. 

Then  let  the  Saints  unite;  let  them  hearken 
to  the  voices  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord  that 
are  sounded  in  their  ears;  let  them  seek  their 
own  salvation,  for,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
am  so  selfish  that  I  am  seeking  after  my  salva- 
tion, and  I  know  that  I  can  find  it  only  in  obe- 
dience to  the  laws  of  the  Lord,  in  keeping  the 
commandments,  in  performing  works  of  righ- 
teousness, following  in  the  footsteps  of  our  file 
leader,  Jesus,  the  exemplar  and  the  head  of  all. 
He  is  the  way  of  life;  he  is  the  light  of  the  world; 
he  is  the  door  by  which  we  must  enter  in  order 
that  we  may  have  a  place  with  him  in  the  celes- 
tial kingdom. 


For  Course  9.  lesson  37  (June  14),  "Jesus,  the  Son  of  God 
Is  Head  of  This  Church";  for  Course  11,  lesson  39  (June  28), 
"Saul,  the  Rejected  King";  for  Course  15,  lesson  34  (June  21), 
"Paul  Begins  His  Second  Missionary  Journey";  for  Course  19, 
lesson  34  (June  7),  "Magnanimity";  for  Course  25,  lesson  37 
(June  14),  "Building  Our  Foundation  on  Christ";  for  Course 
27,  lessons  27  and  31  (April  19  and  May  24),  "Loving  Means 
Sharing"  and  "Perfect  in  Unity";  to  support  family  home  eve- 
ning lesson  37;  and  of  general  interest. 
Library  File  Reference:  SPIRITUAL  LIVING. 
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OUR  family  was  assembled  in  the  living  room.  The 
topic  of  the  family  home  evening  lesson  was 
"Obedience — a  Principle";  and  the  concept:  One's 
willingness  to  obey  is  related  to  one's  faith.  Needing 
concrete  experience  for  the  discussion,  I  placed  a 
chair  in  the  center  of  the  floor  and  said,  "I  want  each 
of  you  to  stand  on  the  chair  and  jump  into  my  out- 
stretched arms." 

Turning  to  our  youngest,  I  called,  "Ewan!"  The 
six-year-old  daughter,  laughing  gaily,  mounted  the 
chair  and  without  hesitation  jumped. 

"Curtis!"  The  11-year-old  climbed  up  on  the  chair, 
looked  in  my  face  for  reassurance,  and  leaped. 

"Dawn!"  The  13-year-old  daughter  climbed  the 
chair,  stood  uncertainly,  tittered  embarrassedly, 
anxious  to  step  down  if  I  wasn't  serious,  and  finally 
launched  herself  in  a  hump  ready  to  break  the  fall 
she  was  quite  certain  would  result. 

"Britton!"  The  lank,  six-foot  16-year-old  stood 
on  the  chair  guffawing,  protesting  with  comments 
which  were  really  probings  for  reassurance:    "Aw, 

For  the  general  use  of  Course  3;  to  support  family  home  evening 
lesson  30. 


you'll  drop  me!"  "Do  you  really  think  you  can  hold 
me?"  etc.  Prodded  by  taunts  and  encouragements 
from  the  others,  he  finally  exclaimed,  "Well  .  .  .  okay 
.  .  .  here  goes!"  A  few  false  starts  and  he  too  was 
safely  in  my  arms. 

"Janet!"  The  19-year-old  remained  firmly  seated 
on  the  couch,  fending  off  each  chiding  with  increas- 
ing emotion  until  I  moved  on  to  my  wife. 

"Janice!"  What  a  gratifying  reassurance  to  have 
my  42 -year-old  sweetheart  unhesitatingly  rise  from 
the  couch,  climb  the  chair  and  throw  herself  in  my 
direction — almost  before  I  was  ready! 

The  Nature  of  Faith 

The  experience  provided  us  with  a  lively  and 
profitable  discussion  on  the  nature  of  faith  when  a 
call  to  action  is  given.  Six  rather  troublesome  word 
concepts  were  stripped  to  their  essentials:  to  wish, 
to  hope,  to  think,  to  believe,  to  have  faith,  to  know. 

The  oldest  daughter  rather  wished  (definition 
desired)  that  Daddy  would  be  able  to  catch  her  if 
she  were  ever  forced  to  rely  on  him  this  way,  but 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 


Explanation  of  a  gospel  principle  to  little  children 
will  be  more  successful  if  you  apply  the  scriptural 
injunction: 

"AROUSE  YOUR  FACULTIES 

EVEN  TO  AN 
EXPERIMENT 


,.*" 


by  D.  Evan  Davis 
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'AROUSE  YOUR  FACULTIES,  EVEN  TO  AN  EXPERIMENT"    {Continued  from  preceding  page.) 


lacking  the  threat  of  total  disaster  she  wasn't  about 
to  move  into  action  to  find  out  if  he  could. 

The  16-year-old  son  had  cUmbed  the  chair  think- 
ing (definition:  holding  in  his  opinion)  there  was  a 
50-50  probability  that  Dad  could  catch  him.  Before 
he  could  propel  himself  out  into  empty  space  he  had 
to  seriously  weigh  the  pressures,  hoping  (definition: 
wanting  and  expecting)  his  fall  would  at  least  be 
broken  and  no  permanent  disability  would  result. 

The  11-year-old  son  and  the  13-year-old  daughter 
had  moved  to  the  chair  in  hope,  but  not  imtil  they 
believed  (definition:  had  confidence  in  the  promise) 
did  they  actually  leap.  For  the  11 -year-old,  a  look 
of  reassurance  was  sufficient;  for  the  13 -year-old  a 
verbal  promise  was  needed. 

The  youngest  daughter  and  my  wife  moved  en- 
tirely by  faith  (definition:  unquestioning  belief,  com- 
plete trust,  confidence,  or  reliance) ;  the  child  having 
a  rather  blind  faith  based  upon  relatively  limited  ex- 
perience in  such  situations;  the  wife,  a  reasoned  and 
seasoned  faith  that  in  24  years  of  experience  her 
response  to  such  requests  had  never  "let  her  down," 
plus  a  high  sense  of  parental  responsibility  to  set  a 
good  example. 

The  children  who  had  at  first  shown  some  reluc- 
tance now  wanted  another  turn.  If  I  could  catch 
Mother,  they  knew  I  could  catch  them. 

Fact  and  Fantasy 

Essential  gospel  principles  are  remote,  abstract 
concepts  when  left  at  the  verbal  level  without  con- 
crete personal  experience,  especially  for  young  chil- 
dren. As  you  teachers  and  parents  encounter  these 
principles  in  the  outlined  lessons,  do  you  devise  ways 
to  clean  off  the  debris  of  words  and  work  directly 
with  the  child's  present  concepts? 

Years  ago,  as  a  stake  president  in  Western  Can- 
ada, I  visited  a  Sunday  School  class  where  the  teach- 
er was  presenting  a  lesson,  "The  Anointing  of  Saul," 
to  a  rather  restless  group  of  11-year-olds.  Anointing 
with  oil  was  obviously  outside  the  experience  of  sev- 
eral of  these  children  from  part-member  convert 
homes.  At  the  close  of  the  lesson  the  teacher  asked 
if  I  would  like  to  comment  on  the  subject,  so  I  in- 
vited two  children  to  dramatize  the  calling  and 
anointing  of  Saul.  When  they  got  to  the  point  where 
the  actual  anointing  of  the  king  of  Israel  was  tak- 
ing place,  I  asked  "Samuel"  where  he  had  obtained 
the  oil  and  what  he  was  holding  it  in.  In  all  solem- 
nity he  replied,  "A  five-gallon  can.  They  just  drained 
it  out  of  the  car!" 

There  is  an  excellent  statement  on  the  child's 
tendency  to  fill  in  with  fantasy  or  guessing  when  the 
fact  is  unknown: 


Little  children  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  facts 
in  a  situation  often  use  fantasy  in  order  to  give  a 
reason  for  something.  .  .  .  Fantasy  is  a  normal  part  of 
childhood  and  should  not  be  denied.  It  is  a  begin- 
ning of  creativity  in  children  if  they  are  allowed  real- 
istic use  of  it,  as  in  play.  This  means  their  enjoying 
the  use  of  fantasy  at  the  appropriate  time  and  learn- 
ing when  to  use  it,  but  realizing  that  it  is  fantasy, 
as  opposed  to  fact.  .  .  .  Help  little  children  to  recog- 
nize and  use  factual  reasoning.^ 

Experiment  in  Guessing  and  Knowing 

An  American  educator  suggests  varied  activities 
to  help  children  get  a  more  direct  concept  of  the  dif- 
ference between  "guessing"  and  "knowing"  through 
actual  sense  experience.^  For  example,  you  might 
have  two  paper  bags  placed  before  the  children  and 
ask,  "Which  bag  has  the  jar  of  water  in  it?"  Three- 
to  five-year-olds  will  predictably  shoot  up  their  hands 
to  answer.  "Are  you  guessing,  or  do  you  know?" 
Some  hands  will  drop;  a  few  wiU  shoot  forward  all 
the  more  earnestly.  To  one  of  these  latter  ask,  "How 
do  you  know?"  To  the  whole  group  ask,  "How  can 
we  know?"  Someone  may  suggest,  "You  could  tell 
us."  "Then  would  you  know,  or  would  you  be  show- 
ing faith  in  me  that  I  was  telling  you  the  truth?" 
Discussion.  "How  could  you  really  know?"  "We  could 
look  in  the  bags."  "Good!  Debbie,  go  look  in  the 
bags.  Which  bag  has  the  jar  of  water  in  it?  Now  do 
you  know?  How  do  you  know?"  "Because  I  saw  it 
myself."  "Good,  you  know  because  you  saw  the  jar 
of  water  in  one  bag  and  you  saw  that  the  other  bag 
was  empty.  Does  Janie  now  know  which  bag  has 
water  in  it?  No.  How  could  Janie  know?"  etc. 

Next  display  two  jars  of  colored  water.  "Which 
jar  has  the  warm  water  in  it?"  Again,  despite  the 
previous  experience,  most  children's  hands  will  be 
up  to  guess.  "How  do  you  know?"  This  time  more 
hands  will  drop  than  before,  but  there  will  still  likely 
be  a  few.  Jimmie  answers,  "The  red  one."  "Do  you 
think  you  can  tell  just  by  looking  which  one  is  warm 
and  which  one  is  cool?  How  can  you  really  know?" 
"By  putting  my  hand  in  the  water."  "Go  do  it.  Now 
do  you  know  which  one  is  warm?  How  do  you  know?" 
"Because  I  felt  it." 

Similar  experiences  can,  of  course,  be  set  up  for 
the  senses  of  hearing,  smelling,  and  tasting.  The 
teacher  can  lay  a  foundation  for  appreciation  of  the 
divine  plan  which  placed  us  here  on  earth  with  phys- 
ical bodies  and  senses  so  that  we  might  get  all  kinds 
of  knowledge  about  earthly  things.  The  imaginative 
teacher  can  "spin  off"  many  bonus  values  from  such 

^Family  Home  Evening  ManvMl,  1969-70,  page  74. 
^Siegfried  and  Therese  Englemann,  Give  Your  Child  a  Superior 
Mind;  Simon  and  Schuster,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1966. 
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exploratory  activities.  For  example,  when  the  child 
suggested,  "You  could  tell  us  which  bag  has  the 
water  in  it,"  the  teacher  could  say,  "All  right,  the 
bag  on  that  end  of  the  table  has  nothing  in  it.  If 
you  know  this  is  true,  take  this  stick  and  knock 
the  bag  off  the  table."  Here  a  willing  child's  action 
could  be  used  to  illustrate  faith  in  the  teacher's 
word,  or  the  willing  child  might  be  held  back  a 
minute  with,  "Now  you  need  to  know  this.  //  you 
hit  that  sack  with  the  stick  and  it  turns  out  to 
have  a  jar  of  water  in  it,  you  will  have  to  stay  and 
clean  up  the  spilled  water  and  the  broken  glass.  Now 
do  you  want  to  strike  it?" 

Five-Sense  Experiences 

Concepts  could  be  developed  about  the  need  of 
care  in  putting  faith  in  just  anyone.  There  is  also 


the  possibility  that  some  may  be  sincere  but  wrong 
in  remembering  which  sack  had  the  jar  in  it,  etc. 

This  can  lead  to  questions  such  as,  "What  are 
some  things  Heavenly  Father  has  told  us?"  "How 
does  he  know?"  "Why  can  we  have  faith  in  what 
Heavenly  Father  tells  us?" 

Above  all,  do  not  try  to  present  lessons  to  little 
children  on  the  more  abstract  concepts  such  as  faith, 
repentance,  and  prayer  at  a  verbal  level  only;  For 
satisfying,  effective  religious  growth,  provide  con- 
crete, five- sense  experiences.  Then  build  the  lesson 
concepts  upon  these  referent  experiences. 

"But  behold,  if  ye  will  awake  and  arouse  your 
faculties,  even  to  an  experiment  upon  my  words  .  .  ." 
(Alma  32:27)  can  be  wise  counsel  for  the  teacher 
in  the  classroom. 
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j4rt  iy  Jerry  Harston, 

FIRST,  FAITH- 

by  Steven  Affleck'^ 

We  live  in  a  world  of  great  minds,  technological 
advancement,  and  challenges  that  excite  and  bewil- 
der man;  in  our  day,  facts  and  logic  tell  the  tale  of 
human  existence. 

Isn't  it  amazing  that  in  a  world  of  facts  and  fig- 
ures the  Lord  would  expect  us  to  believe  that  the 
first  principle  of  the  gospel  is  faith — not  logic? 

May  I  share  with  you  my  search  for  faith,  and 
how  I  came  to  know  that  it  is  the  first  principle  of 
the  gospel? 

A  Covenant  to  Search 

After  graduation  from  high  school  I  was  accepted 
at  a  university.  I  was  17  years  old.  Some  of  the  prin- 
ciples I  had  been  taught  in  my  youth  were  soon  chal- 
lenged. My  professors,  men  whom  I  respected  for 
their  minds  and  learning,  were  saying  that  the  things 
I  had  been  taught  in  my  youth  pertaining  to  religion 
were  nothing  more  than  the  traditions  of  my  fore- 
fathers— that  men  were  only  trying  to  comfort  them- 
selves, believing  there  was  a  God  and  that  he  was 


For  Course  9,  lesson  34  (May  24),  "The  Book  of  Mormon — An- 
other Sacred  Record";  for  Course  11,  lesson  33  (May  24),  "Gideon, 
the  Humble";  for  Course  15,  lesson  35  (June  28),  "At  Thessolonica, 
Berea,  Athens,  and  Corinth";  for  Course  17,  lesson  40  (July  12),  "The 
Primary  Purpose  of  Scripture";  for  Course  25,  lessons  28  to  30  (April 
5  to  19),  "The  Results  of  Conversion,"  "True  Humility,"  and  "Devel- 
oping Faith  in  Christ";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  28, 
29,  30  and  39;  and  of  general  interest. 

*For  an  account  of  Steven  Affleck's  mission  experiences  see 
"If  I  Had  Only  Two  Years  to  Live,"  The  Instructor,  June,  1969,  page 
200.  Since  returning  from  his  mission  Stephen  has  married  Karin  E. 
Lochhead  and  completed  six  months  of  military  service.  He  now 
plans  to  continue  his  university  studies.  The  Afflecks  are  presently 
members   of  the   Cottonwood   8th  Ward,   Cottonwood    (Utah)    Stake. 


concerned  with  them;  that  religion  was  an  opiate  to 
those  who  could  not  otherwise  find  answers  for  a  life 
that  must  ultimately  and  surely  end  in  death.  They 
presented  their  philosophies  in  a  logical  manner,  mix- 
ing history,  science,  and  occasionally  even  scripture 
to  strengthen  their  ideas.  I  must  admit  that  I  be- 
came confused.  These  were  men  who  had  spent  many 
years  studying  the  philosophies  of  men.  They  had 
experience  in  areas  that,  because  of  my  youth,  I 
could  not  comprehend.  With  all  their  learning  they 
had  not  found  a  logical  explanation  for  God,  and 
they  purported  it  to  be  weakness  in  men  to  believe 
in  a  gospel  supposedly  revealed  by  him. 

I  was  faced  with  a  challenge  I  could  not  ignore. 
There  was  no  middle  ground.  It  seemed  that  I  had 
come  to  a  time  in  my  life  when  I  could  no  longer 
depend  on  the  testimony  of  others,  nor  could  I  pro- 
crastinate in  finding  out  for  myself  if  God  lived  and 
if  the  gospel  was  true.  But  to  find  out  I  had  to 
have  a  plan.  After  some  serious  thought  I  deter- 
mined to  make  a  covenant.  I  promised  myself  and 
the  Lord  that  I  would  yield  myself  sincerely  to  a 
search  for  a  period  of  two  months.  I  felt  this  would 
be  ample  time  to  make  my  own  conclusions. 

My  Scientific  Approach 

My  first  attempts  seemed  futile.  I  went  to  people 
in  the  Church  for  whom  I  had  high  respect  and  asked 
them  how  they  knew  the  gospel  was  true.  Without 
exception  I  received  the  expected  answer,  that  it  was 
an  unexplainable  feeling  in  their  hearts.  I  did  not 
doubt  that  they  had  such  a  feeling,  but  this  didn't 
answer  the  question  for  me.  I  needed  something 
more,  so  I  decided  to  approach  the  problem  another 
way. 

I  determined  that  I  would  read  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon and  compare  it  with  history,  science,  archaeol- 
ogy, and  other  scripture,  to  find  out  if  it  was  in 
harmony  with  accepted  truths  in  these  areas.  This 
seemed  to  be  a  good  way  to  go  about  it,  and  certainly 
my  professors  couldn't  argue  with  such  an  empirical 
search. 

Now  I  felt  that  I  was  getting  somewhere.  At 
least  I  was  doing  something  on  my  own.  My  scien- 
tific approach  brought  to  light  some  interesting  facts 
and  caused  me  to  think  deeply  about  the  Book  of 
Mormon  people  and  their  history.  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  really  was  a 
reasonable  account  and,  further,  that  it  was  an  amaz- 
ingly interesting  record.  I  was  proud  of  myself  for 
my  thorough  study,  but  the  feeling  I  was  seeking, 
the  feehng  others  told  me  about,  was  still  missing. 
I  couldn't  xinderstand  it.  What  had  I  done  wrong? 
Truthfully,  I  was  discouraged,  but  I  remembered  my 
promise  to  continue  my  search  for  two  full  months. 
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A  Feeling  Deep  Inside 

I  hadn't  shared  my  experiment  with  my  parents. 
The  truth  is,  I  really  didn't  want  them  to  know  of 
my  unrest,  fearing  they  might  be  disappointed  in  me. 
But  Mom  must  have  had  some  motherly  inspiration. 
She  came  into  my  room  one  night  after  I  had  gone 
to  bed.  She  said  she  knew  something  was  troubHng 
me,  and  so  I  told  her  about  the  answer  I  had  been 
seeking. 

How  did  she  know  the  gospel  was  true?  I  was 
surprised  when  she  returned  my  question  with  a 
question.  She  asked  me  if  I  loved  her.  Without 
much  thought  I  told  her  I  did.  She  asked  me  again, 
and  then  asked,  "How  do  you  know  that  you  love 
me?"  This  time  I  gave  the  question  some  thought. 
She  urged  me  to  put  it  into  words.  Hurt  and  a  little 
angry,  I  said,  "But  I  know  I  love  you."  I  had  to  ad- 
mit that  it  was  a  feeling  deep  inside  me — a  truth — 
not  something  I  could  put  in  a  test  tube  or  prove 
by  working  out  a  scientific  formula,  but  it  was  real. 
I  knew  I  loved  my  mother,  and  further,  in  a  world 
of  logic,  the  love  I  had  for  my  mother  was  probably 
the  most  real  thing  I  had  ever  experienced. 

My  next  question  was,  "What  does  my  love  for 
you  have  to  do  with  a  testimony?"  She  explained 
that  the  knowledge  revealed  to  her  through  the  Holy 
Ghost  could  be  likened  to  the  knowledge  in  the 
depths  of  our  souls  that  we  loved  one  another,  mother 
and  son.  She  then  told  me  she  was  grateful  for  the 
unrest  that  had  brought  about  my  search  and  as- 
sured me  that  one  must  become  a  sincere  seeker. 


She  urged  me  to  continue  to  study,  with  fasting  and 
prayer.  She  said  it  was  important  that  I  continue  my 
activity  in  the  Church. 

So  I  would  have  to  exercise  my  faith  and  prayer 
to  gain  a  testimony!  Why  hadn't  I  thought  of  this? 
Because  I  had  been  busy  looking  for  an  answer  the 
scientific  way,  I  had  overlooked  the  Lord's  way.  I 
was  so  determined  to  find  the  answer  in  a  logical  way 
that  I  had  neglected  the  first  principle  of  the  gospel 
— ^faith. 

The  Lord's  Way 

At  first  I  had  had  a  "show  me"  attitude.  I  had 
demanded  from  the  Lord  the  knowledge  that  he 
lived,  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  his  word.  Now 
I  decided  to  try  it  the  Lord's  way.  I  fasted.  I  had 
been  taught  in  my  youth  to  fast.  I  knew  that  fast- 
ing was  a  way  to  develop  self-discipline. 

One  day  while  reading  the  scriptures,  I  stumbled 
onto  the  words  of  Alma: 

And  this  is  not  all.  Do  ye  not  suppose  that  I 
know  of  these  things  myself?  Behold,  I  testify  unto 
you  that  I  do  know  that  these  things  whereof  I  have 
spoken  are  true.  And  how  do  ye  suppose  that  I  know 
of  their  surety? 

Behold,  I  say  unto  you  they  are  made  known  unto 
me  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  Behold,  I  have  fasted 
and  prayed  many  days  that  I  might  know  these 
things  of  myself.  And  now  I  do  know  of  myself  that 
they  are  true;  for  the  Lord  God  hath  made  them 
manifest  unto  me  by  his  Holy  Spirit;  and  this  is  the 
spirit  of  revelation  which  is  in  me.  (Alma  5:45,  46.) 

I  thought  about  Alma's  words  and  found  myself 
rereading  them  with  a  sense  of  excitement — a  feel- 
ing that  he  could  have  written  those  words  for  me. 
I  rejoiced  that  they  were  available  to  me  and  to  my 
contemporaries.  About  this  time,  I  became  aware  of 
the  unrest  of  many  of  my  friends;  I  noted  that  some 
of  them  no  longer  attended  Sunday  School,  MIA,  or 
sacrament  meeting.  I  had  felt  at  one  point  that  I 
too  might  be  wasting  my  time  in  continued  activity, 
when  one  of  my  Sunday  School  teachers  pointed  out 
that  "If  you  want  a  college  .degree,  you  can't  drop 
out  of  college."  I  had  to  find  out  if  the  Church  was 
true.  I  wanted  a  testimony.  I  had  remained  active; 
but  now  I  began  to  see  that  I  had  not  always  been 
an  awake,  alert  seeker  after  truth. 

I  began  to  realize  that  my  desire  to  believe  could 
be  likened  to  the  planting  of  the  seed  spoken  of  by 
Alma.  (See  Alma  32:26-43.)  It  must  be  a  good  seed 
because  it  had  taken  hold  within  me,  and  my  faith 
had  increased. 

After  several  weeks  I  was  ready  to  ask  the  Lord 
in  humility,  with  faith,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  would 
(Concluded  on  page  125.) 
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Each  choice  we  make  draws  us  nearer  to  or 
carries  us  farther  from  exaltation  and  eter- 
nal life.  The  plain  fact  is  .  .  , 


THERE  ARE 

NO  SMALL 

CHOICES 


by  Wayne  Bender  Lynn* 

Ted  pulled  a  steaming  wet  mop  from  the  pail  and 
scribed  an  arc  of  hot  soapy  water  across  the  lobby 
floor.  "That's  one  step  closer  to  my  ranch,"  he  said, 
as  he  prepared  to  repeat  the  process. 

It  came  as  no  surprise  to  me  in  later  years  when 
the  Christmas  card  I  received  from  this  college  friend 


For  Course  5,  lessons  24  and  25  (April  5,  12),  "We  Have  the 
Right  to  Choose"  and  "Being  Responsible  for  Our  Actions";  for 
Course  13,  lesson  32  (April  26),  "He  That  Was  Lost";  for  Course  19, 
lesson  36  (June  21),  "Freedom";  for  Course  25,  lesson  39  (June  28), 
"Do  It  unto  Yourself";  for  family  home  evening  lesson  39;  and  of 
general  interest. 

*Wayne  Bender  Lynn,  a  Sunday  School  general  board  member, 
is  a  former  high  school  teacher  and  seminary  principal  and  coordina- 
tor, and  currently  the  coordinator  of  Lamanite  curriculum  for  Church 
schools.  A  graduate  of  the  University  of  Wyoming,  he  is  also  study- 
ing for  an  M.A.  in  religious  education  at  Brigham  Young  University, 
Brother  Lynn  is  married  to  Roita  Monk;  the  couple  have  10  children. 


was  mailed  from  the  ranch  he  had  once  dreamed  of 
while  laboring  over  a  bucket  of  mop  water. 

Ted's  desire  for  this  ranch  had  motivated  him 
to  establish  it  as  a  goal  in  his  life.  With  this  goal 
thus  established  and  his  efforts  concentrated  toward 
its  realization,  the  mundane  tasks  of  life  became  ex- 
citing steps  leading  toward  fulfillment. 

A  Firmly  Established  Goal 

Life  can  assume  greater  meaning,  excitement,  and 
purpose  when  goals  are  set.  Goals  are  of  even  greater 
importance  to  the  Latter-day  Saint  who  concerns 
himself  with  success  and  happiness  not  only  in  this 
life,  but  in  his  eternal  life  in  the  world  to  come. 

The  Latter-day  Saint  who  has  firmly  estabhshed 
the  goal  of  celestial  glory  with  all  its  inherent  bless- 
ings will  find  it  easier  to  make  life's  daily  decisions. 
Those  things  which  would  detract  from  the  acquisi- 
tion of  eternal  glory  will  be  discarded,  because  they 
are  not  consistent  with  his  eternal  goal.  Thus,  the 
many  choices  that  constantly  confront  him  involving 
honesty,  obedience  to  law,  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
church  service,  love  of  fellowmen,  etc.,  have  already 
been  decided. 

Sometimes  important  goals  are  forfeited  in  favor 
of  more  immediate  objectives  with  the  reality  of  here 
and  now.  I  remember  other  college  friends  who,  un- 
like Ted,  lost  sight  of  their  original  objectives  and 
chose  to  drop  out  of  school  in  order  to  purchase  an 
automobile,  to  accept  immediate  employment,  or  to 
gain  other  temporary  advantages.  Even  Ted's  ranch 
could  be  thought  of  as  a  short-range  goal  when 
considered  in  the  light  of  life's  complete  purpose  and 
meaning. 

Personal  Responsibility— A  Product  of  Home  Environment 

As  parents  we  assume  a  dual  responsibility.  We 
must  not  only  establish  our  own  personal  goals,  but 
we  must  also  teach  and  inspire  our  children  so  effec- 
tively that  the  goal  of  eternal  life  will  be  reflected 
in  their  daily  choices.  This  can  only  be  accomplished 
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when  these  goals  become  their  own  and  not  those  of 
someone  else.  When  this  has  been  achieved,  our 
children  will  make  right  choices,  not  as  a  result  of 
fear  or  compulsion,  but  because  that  is  what  they 
want  to  do. 

When  we  parents  live  the  gospel  in  such  a  way 
that  the  happiness  it  brings  is  clearly  evident,  our 
children  will  likely  grow  up  to  have  similar  aspira- 
tions. Their  attitudes  and  ambitions  are  largely  a 
product  of  a  home  environment. 

The  importance  of  choices  will  not  be  clearly  un- 
derstood by  our  children  until  they  also  comprehend 
the  significance  of  personal  responsibility.  The  nat- 
ural inclination  of  parents  to  shelter  and  protect  their 
children  should  be  carefully  controlled  so  as  not  to 
deprive  them  of  experiencing  the  consequences  and 
accepting  the  responsibility  for  their  own  choices. 
Parents  who  would  rush  immediately  to  the  rescue 
whenever  their  child  is  faced  with  difficulties  may 
unwittingly  deprive  him  of  valuable  lessons  in  life 
that  must  be  learned.  Each  individual  is  responsible 
for  his  own  acts.  If  he  does  not  learn  this  in  his  home, 
the  world  may  teach  it  to  him  painfully  later. 

No  Choices  Are  Small 

Children  should  be  shown  that  they  are  in  the 
process  of  becoming  what  they  are  to  become. 
Choices  cannot  be  avoided.  One  who  chooses  not  to 
decide  has  already  made  an  important  decision.  The 


quality  of  one's  life  will  be  determined  in  large  mea- 
sure by  his  own  choices.  No  choices  are  small,  for 
each  decision  draws  us  nearer  or  removes  us  further 
from  the  ideals  taught  by  the  Savior. 

Our  free  agency  was  assured  through  the  redemp- 
tion of  Christ,  and  we  are  free  forever  to  act  and  not 
be  acted  upon,  save  by  the  punishment  of  the  law 
according  to  the  commandments  of  God.  (See  2 
Nephi  2:26-27.) 

The  prophetic  utterances  of  the  great  Lamanite 
prophet  Samuel  are  just  as  true  today  as  they  were 
more  than  two  thousand  years  ago  when  his  voice 
was  lifted  to  the  multitudes  as  the  Lord  had  com- 
manded: 

And  now  remember,  remember,  my  brethren,  that 
whosoever  perisheth,  perisheth  unto  himself;  and 
whosoever  doeth  iniquity,  doeth  it  unto  himself;  for 
behold,  ye  are  free;  ye  are  permitted  to  act  for  your- 
selves; for  behold,  God  hath  given  unto  you  a  knowl- 
edge and  he  hath  made  you  free. 

He  hath  given  unto  you  that  ye  might  know  good 
from  evil,  and  he  hath  given  unto  you  that  ye  might 
choose  life  or  death;  and  ye  can  do  good  and  be  re- 
stored unto  that  which  is  good,  or  have  that  which  is 
good  restored  unto  you;  or  ye  can  do  evil,  and  have 
that  which  is  evil  restored  unto  you.  (Helaman  14: 
30,31.) 
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FIRST,   FAITH—    {Concluded  from  page  123.) 

reveal  to  me  the  truth  of  the  gospel.  I  prayed  sin- 
cerely and  earnestly.  After  I  finished,  I  felt  disap- 
pointed that  I  had  had  no  vision,  no  revelation.  I 
still  did  not  know  whether  the  gospel  was  true  or 
not — there  was  still  a  shadow  of  doubt. 

Results  of  the  Search 

Slowly  I  crawled  into  bed.  I  lay  there  meditating 
about  the  past  months.  I  went  over  my  quest,  one 
point  at  a  time.  I  felt  I  had  honestly  complied  with 
the  covenant  I  had  made  with  the  Lord.  I  began  to 
think  about  life,  and  the  inevitability  of  death.  And 
death  took  on  frightening  proportions.  Then  I  began 
to  think  about  my  sonship  to  God.  I  had  been 
taught  that  I  was  a  child  of  God,  that  the  Lord  cared 
about  me.  And  there,  lying  in  my  bed  in  the  dark  of 
my  room,  I  assented  to  being  his  son.  I  accepted 
him  as  my  Father,  the  literal  Father  of  my  spirit. 
A  realization  came  to  me  that  my  Heavenly  Father 
had  made  clear  to  me  in  my  patriarchal  blessing  that 
he  loved  me,  that  he  had  a  mission  for  me  to  per- 
form while  on  earth,  and  that  this,  my  assignment, 
was  entrusted  by  him  to  me — and  to  me  alone.    I 


felt  that  if  he  had  reason  to  send  me  to  earth  and 
assign  me  work  to  do,  surely  death  would  but  give 
me  an  opportunity  to  be  near  him  again. 

Peace  came  into  my  soul;  my  whole  being  was 
flooded  with  the  knowledge  that  he  knew  me  and 
cared  about  me.  In  that  moment  I  knew  the  Book 
of  Mormon  was  his  word,  that  the  gospel  was  true. 

No  danger  is  as  great  as  narrowing  our  spiritual 
sight.   My  professors  had  done  this. 

Surely  the  Lord  speaks  to  us  through  the  Book 
of  Mormon  prophet  Jacob: 

O  that  cunning  plan  of  the  evil  one!  0  the  vain- 
ness, and  the  frailties,  and  the  foolishness  of  men! 
When  they  are  learned  they  think  they  are  wise,  and 
they  hearken  not  unto  the  counsel  of  God,  for  they 
set  it  aside,  supposing  they  know  of  themselves, 
wherefore,  their  wisdom  is  foolishness  and  it  profiteth 
them  not.  And  they  shall  perish. 

But  to  be  learned  is  good  if  they  hearken  unto 
the  counsels  of  God.  (2  Nephi  9:28,  29.) 

Faith  is  the  first  principle  of  the  gospel. 


Library  File  Reference:  TESTIMONY. 


APRIL       1 970 


125 


''For  Time 

and  for  All 

Eternity" 


—DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS  132:  IB. 


by  W.  Glenn  Harmon' 


"For  time  and  for  all  eternity."  The  phrase  has 
the  rhythmic  cadence  of  poetry.  It  is  like  a  bar  of 
ethereal  music  which  the  listening  ear  catches,  then 
strains  toward,  hoping  for  more.  And  more  there  is: 
a  depth  and  breadth  of  meaning  which  opens  the 
wider  the  more  it  is  probed.  The  limitless  possibili- 
ties of  all  eternity  are  embedded  in  the  eternal  mar- 
riage covenant,  the  highest  ordinance  of  the  gospel 
performed  on  earth — the  key  which  opens  the  door- 
way to  exaltation  and  eternal  progression. 

Note  the  conjunctive  use  of  "time"  and  "eter- 
nity": what  might  appear  at  a  casual  glance  to  be  a 
redundancy  actually  serves  both  to  distinguish  and 
to  emphasize.  In  1843,  when  the  revelation  on  celes- 
tial marriage  was  recorded,  there  was  not  to  be  found 
in  all  Christendom  a  concept  of  union  between  man 
and  woman  after  death,  nor  of  a  postmortal  relation- 
ship between  parent  and  child.  Even  in  the  Catholic 
church,  where  marriage  had  been  elevated  to  the  dig- 
nity of  one  of  the  seven  sacraments  of  the  church, 
marriage  was — and  still  is — dissolved  by  death.^  In 
the  Protestant  world  it  was — and  still  is — simply  a 
civil  compact,  "until  death  do  you  part."^ 

Today,  in  the  light  of  modem  revelation  and  the 
actual  experience  incident  to  its  practice  for  some 
125  years  by  those  who  have  believed,  and  in  the 
light  of  overwhelming  evidence  from  secular  history 
that  marriage  and  the  family  relationship  are  among 
the  most  important  bulwarks  of  our  civilization,  how 
strange,  even  incredible,  it  seems  that  this  most  im- 

For  Course  9,  lesson  31  (April  19),  "Our  Privileges  and  Oppor- 
tunities in  the  Temples";  for  Course  27,  lesson  30  (May  17),  "Eternal 
Companionship";  for  Course  29,  lesson  34  (June  21),  "The  Kirtland 
Temple";  and  of  general  interest. 

*W.  Glenn  Harmon,  a  temple  worker  and  patriarch  in  the  Oak- 
land-Berkeley (California)  Stake,  has  served  with  distinction  for 
many  years  as  a  lawyer  in  Utah  and  California  and  under  the  United 
states  Supreme  Court.  He  graduated  from  the  University  of  Cal- 
ifornia in  1925  and  has  served  in  many  Church  organizations  through- 
out his  life.  He  and  his  wife,  Wanda  Elizabeth  Boyack,  have  five 
children  and  are  members  of  the  Berkeley  Ward. 
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'The  Americana  Encyclopedia   (1932)   Volume  18;  page  313. 


portant  and  most  universal  of  human  relationships 
should  be  generally  deemed  limited  to  the  duration 
of  mortality! 

The  phrase  "for  time  and  for  all  eternity"  bears 
solemn  witness  that  a  union  cemented  in  the  House 
of  the  Lord  is  not  that  kind  of  marriage. 

Timeliness— A  Universal   Principle 

Nor  is  this  all  it  means.  The  element  of  timeliness 
is  present.  The  word  "time"  in  the  context  of  the 
seaKng  ordinance  refers  to  that  particular  segment 
of  eternity  beginning  with  mortal  birth  and  ending 
with  mortal  death.  Thus,  to  be  married  for  time  and 
eternity  we  must  be  married  in  time — the  marriage 
contract  must  be  made  during  mortality,  somewhere 
between  these  two  terminal  points  of  birth  and  death. 

The  importance  of  timeliness  to  the  affairs  of  life 
would  be  difficult  to  overemphasize..  Upon  the  time- 
liness of  any  event  may  depend  the  whole  sequence 
and  effectiveness  of  succeeding  events.  And  in  the 
endless  progress  of  existence,  it  is  the  chain  of  sue- 
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ceeding  events  which  makes  up  for  man  the  particu- 
lar portion  of  eternity  in  which  he  lives. 

The  farmer  is  aware  of  this  in  the  planting  and 
cultivation  of  his  crops.  To  achieve  a  bountiful  har- 
vest, the  planting  must  be  done  in  the  season  thereof, 
in  ground  prepared  beforehand;  the  successive  acts 
of  watering,  cultivating,  even  harvesting,  must  all  be 
done  timely  for  best  results.  Timeliness  is  a  universal 
principle  of  action  upon  which  success  and  failure 
turn. 

A  Time  far  Every  Purpose 

The  negative  consequences  flowing  from  lack  of 
timeliness  have  been  poignantly  expressed  in  a  phrase 
bom  of  a  great  World  War:  too  little  and  too  late. 
John  Greenleaf  Whittier  once  wrote  these  lines: 

For  of  all  sad  words  of  tongue  or  pen, 
The  saddest  are  these:  It  might  have  been. 

William  Shakespeare  pictured  both  the  positive 
and  negative  aspects  of  timeliness: 

There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men,  which,  taken 
at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune;  omitted,  all  the 
voyage  of  their  life  is  bound  in  shallows  and  in 
misery/' 

The  scriptures  are  by  no  means  silent  on  this 
profound  truth: 

To  every  thing  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to 
every  purpose  under  the  heaven:  A  time  to  be  born, 
and  a  time  to  die;  a  time  to  plant,  and  a  time  to 
pluck  up  that  which  is  planted;  a  time  to  kill,  and  a 
time  to  heal;  a  time  to  break  down,  and  a  time  to 
build  up;  a  time  to  weep,  and  a  time  to  laugh;  a 
time  to  mourn,  and  a  time  to  dance  .  .  .  o  time  to 
love,  and  a  time  to  hate;  a  time  of  war  and  a  time 
of  peace.  (Ecclesiastes  3 : 1-4,  8.) 

The  Son  of  Man  himself  added  emphasis:  ''Seek 
ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteousness." 
He  promised  if  this  were  done  "all  these  things  [food, 
drink,  clothing]  shall  be  added  unto  you."  (Matthew 
6:33.) 

The  principle  of  timeliness  was  implicit  even  in 
the  deliberation  of  the  Great  Council  in  the  heavens 
before  the  world  was: 

.  .  .  We  will  go  down,  for  there  is  space  there, 
and  we  will  take  of  these  materials,  and  we  will  make 
an  earth  whereon  these  may  dwell; 

And  we  will  prove  them  herewith,  to  see  if  they 
will  do  all  things  whatsoever  the  Lord  their  God 
shall  command  them; 

And  they  who  keep  their  first  estate  shall  be 
added  upon;  and  they  who  keep  not  their  first  estate 


nVhittier,  "Maud  MuUer,"  line  105. 
ijulius  Caesar,  Act  IV,  Scene  3,  line  218. 


shall  not  have  glory  in  the  same  kingdom  with  those 
who  keep  their  first  estate;  and  they  who  keep  their 
second  estate  shall  have  glory  added  upon  their  heads 
for  ever  and  ever.  (Abraham  3:24-26.) 

To  Be  Added  Upon 

In  Mormon  parlance  reference  to  man's  "first 
estate"  is  to  man's  pre-mortal  existence,  and  the 
"second  estate,"  to  earth  life.  It  is  clear  that  to  have 
kept  our  first  estate  we  must  have  met  certain 
requirements  during  the  period  of  the  first  estate. 
Memory  as  to  what  these  requirements  were,  indeed 
all  memory  of  pre-mortal  existence  itself,  has  been 
taken  from  us,  undoubtedly  for  the  wise  purpose  of 
setting  the  stage  for  the  thoroughgoing  proving  that 
takes  place  in  mortality.  But  in  a  general  sense  we 
may  be  sure  that  the  broad  test  there  faced  was  a 
test  of  self-discipline  to  determine  one's  ability  and 
willingness  to  keep  attuned  and  obedient  to  the  Di- 
vine will  without  being  coerced  to  do  so.  A  great 
lesson  had  to  be  mastered  there  before  we  became 
fit  to  be  "added  upon"  and  to  enter  the  "second 
estate."  It  is  not  unlike  the  method  of  earning  a 
degree  at  a  university:  the  work  must  be  done  first. 

Our  arrival  into  the  "second  estate"  is  evidence 
that  we  have  passed  through  the  "proving"  required 
in  the  first  estate  with  sufficient  success  to  be  "added 
upon."  Our  reward  is  a  physical  body  which  at  birth 
has  become  the  home,  the  temple  of  the  spirit,  and 
which  enables  the  spirit  to  do  things  theretofore  be- 
yond its  capabilities. 

In  mortahty  there  is  more  proving.  Not  only 
must  the  spirit  learn  to  use  the  physical  body,  it 
must  achieve  complete  control  and  direction  of  the 
body  for  spiritual  purposes — the  same  high  purposes 
that  were  present  in  the  pre-mortality  test  when  the 
spirit  was  without  the  physical  body.  Only  when 
these  Godlike  purposes  have  come  to  dominate  the 
spirit  and  the  physical  body  in  which  it  is  housed 
will  we  have  kept  the  second  estate  and  be  fit  to 
be  "added  upon  forever  and  ever." 

Man  and  Woman 

In  this  struggle  of  the  spirit  for  control  over  the 
physical,  there  is  no  more  universal,  no  more  impor- 
tant test  than  that  of  the  relationship  between  the 
sexes.  This  relationship  concerns  and  affects  the  very 
wellsprings  of  life,  the  perpetuation  of  the  race  itself. 
Commensurate  with  its  importance,  failure  to  keep 
the  law  of  chastity  can  plunge  one  into  the  deepest 
abyss  of  degradation,  whereas  compliance  can  raise 
one  to  the  highest  degree  of  eternal  glory. 

While  all  marriage  can  and  should  be  honorable 
in  the  sight  of  God  as  the  hallmark  of  the  proper 
(Concluded  on  page  129.) 
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To  plant  seeds  of  faith  and  testimony  in  the  lives  of 
our  children,  we  must  watch  for  and  seize  those  .  .  . 

GOLDEN 

MOMENTS 
TO  TEACH 


by  Thomas  Max  Fortie* 

"But  Grandma,  we  know  our  Church  is  true!" 
These  words  were  uttered  seven  years  ago  by  our 
daughter,  when  she  was  fiv^  years  old.  Cheryl  and 
her  grandmother  were  talking  in  the  kitchen  of  her 
grandmother's  home,  and  neither  was  aware  of  my 
wife's  presence  in  an  adjoining  room.  Cheryl's  grand- 


For  Course  7,  lesson  40  (June  14),  "The  Priesthood  in  the  Home"; 
for  Course  25,  lessons  32,  33,  and  37  (May  3  and  17  and  June  14), 
"You  May  Be  Too  Late,"  "The  Importance  of  Small  and  Simple 
Things,"  and  "Building  Our  Foundation  on  Christ";  for  Course  27, 
lesson  27  (April  19),  "Loving  Means  Sharing";  to  support  family  home 
evening  lessons  32,  33,  and  37;   and  of  general  interest. 

♦Thomas  Max  Fortie,  production  manager  for  KUED,  an  educa- 
tional television  channel,  took  his  B.S.  at  the  University  of  Utah  and 
his  M,A.  at  Columbia  University.  He  has  credits  for  various  National 
Educational  Television  network  programs  and  in  1965  he  received 
the  NET  Top  Producer-Director  award.  A  member  of  the  Sunday 
School  general  board,  he  also  serves  in  several  local  and  national 
civic  and  athletic  organizations.  He  and  his  wife,  Marlene  Casimer, 
have  three  children  and  live  in  the  Douglas  Ward,  Bonneville  (Uiah) 
stake. 


Art  by  Jerry  Harston. 


parents  are  not  members  of  the  Church,  and  during 
our  visit  that  day  Cheryl's  grandmother  had  been 
telling  Cheryl  about  their  church.  "Cheryl,"  she  had 
said,  "we  think  our  church  is  the  true  church."  Then, 
in  typical  five-year-old  fashion,  came  Cheryl's  reply: 
"But  Grandma,  we  know  our  Church  is  the  true 
Church." 

The  memory  of  this  incident  brings  tears  to  my 
eyes  today  as  it  did  when  my  wife  first  told  me  of  it 
seven  years  ago.  It  will  always  remind  me  of  the 
responsibility  given  us  as  parents  by  our  Heavenly 
Father  to  teach  our  children  gospel  principles,  how- 
ever young  they  may  be.  Many  times  I  have  tried 
to  figure  out  just  when,  where,  and  how  we  could 
have  placed  this  truth  so  firmly  in  the  mind  of  our 
daughter.  She  has  borne  her  testimony  a  number  of 
times  since  then,  but  I  don't  think  it  has  ever  been 
given  as  powerfully  and  with  as  much  effect  as  it  was 
that  day. 

In  thinking  back  I  can  only  credit  it  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  tried  to  take  advantage  of  each  and 
every  opportunity  that  has  come  along.  As  parents 
we  have  never  had  long  religious  discussions  with  our 
children,  but  I  feel  that  the  Lord  has  provided  us 
with  many  opportunities  to  tell  them  a  truth,  to 
express  an  idea,  to  clear  up  a  misunderstanding  with 
a  few  words,  a  scripture,  a  principle,  or  a  thought. 
I  regret  that  we  have  taken  advantage  of  only  a  few 
of  the  many  opportunities  that  started  at  their  birth 
and  that  will  continue  throughout  their  lives — op- 
portunities to  listen,  explain,  and  ask. 

Too  mgmy  times  the  opportimities  to  listen,  ex- 
plain, and  ask  come  at  what  we  adults  consider  in- 
convenient times.  We  should  not  let  one  of  these 
opportunities  pass  without  action  on  our  part,  be- 
cause we  will  never  get  the  same  chance  again — a 
chance  to  listen  to  our  children  tell  of  an  experience; 
a  chance  to  explain  to  them  the  meaning  of  a  state- 
ment, a  scripture,  an  action,  or  an  idea;  a  chance  to 
ask  the  right  question — a  question  that  may  start 
them  on  the  right  path  or  that  could  stop  them  from 
going  down  the  wrong  path. 

Every  day,  as  parents,  we  have  opportimities  to 
listen  to  our  children's  experiences,  to  ask  them 
about  the  things  they  have  learned  in  school,  at 
Church,  and  at  play,  and  in  turn  to  explain,  by  using 
gospel  principles,  the  right  or  wrong  of  certain  acts 
and  experiences.  Golden  moments  to  plant  seeds  of 
truth — golden  moments  to  teach;  moments  that  will 
bring  forth  rich  harvests  days  and  years  later  in  the 
attitudes,  behavior,  and  testimonies  of  our  children! 

The  Church  has  provided  us  with  family  home 
evenings.  What  better  opportunity  do  we  have  to 
let  our  children,  whatever  their  ages,  participate — 
"do  and  say"  the  teachings  of  their  Heavenly  Father! 
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What  better  time  to  find  out  what  they  know  or 
believe! 

Mealtimes,  as  hectic  as  they  may  be,  are  also 
opportunities  to  listen,  to  ask,  and  to  explain.  At 
such  times  we  can  use  gospel  principles  to  explain 
why  we  should  forgive  friends  or  family  for  unkind 
words  or  harsh  actions,  or  why  and  how  we  have 
been  blessed  as  a  family. 

We  may  never  know  when  or  how  we  plant  a 
seed  in  the  minds  of  our  children.  We  may  never 
know  which  word,  thought,  or  action  brought  about 
right  attitudes  and  behavior.  Opportunities  come  at 
odd  times  and  under  strange  circumstances.  As  I 
sat  writing  this  article,  my  daughter  began  to  pop 
some  corn  for  the  family.  Her  attempts  to  do  this  in 
the  past  had  always  been  a  little  less  than  successful. 
This  time  she  was  anxious  to  do  a  perfect  job. 
There  was  just  enough  popcorn  in  the  house  for  one 
batch.  She  made  the  necessary  preparations;  she 
put  in  the  oil  and  the  popcorn.  Then  she  dropped 
the  pan.  Popcorn  and  oil  went  all  over  the  kitchen 
floor.    She  cried.    With  love  and  understanding  we 


helped  her  salvage  as  much  as  possible  and  clean  up 
the  mess.  We  did  not  have  much  popcorn  that  eve- 
ning, but  I  think  we  grew  closer  as  a  family  through 
understanding  and  sharing  a  misfortune. 

It  is  easy  to  think  of  damage  and  loss  of  time  or 
money  when  accidents  happen.  It  is  easy  to  forget 
the  feelings  of  the  individual  and  think  of  the  tem- 
poral things.  At  times  the  wrong  word  or  action  can 
bring  about  irreparable  damage  to  the  individual.  I 
remember  an  article  in  a  recent  Reader's  Digest 
which  pointed  out  that  it  isn't  the  right  time  to  teach 
a  person  to  swim  while  he  is  drowning;  we  should 
find  a  way  of  helping  first,  and  then  teach  later. 
How  many  times  after  something  has  happened  do 
we  attempt  to  correct,  or  teach,  instead  of  offering 
help  and  understanding! 

If  we  take  advantage  of  these  precious  moments, 
these  opportunities  that  come  to  us  as  parents  to 
ask,  to  listen,  and  to  explain,  our  children  will  have 
a  very  good  chance  at  all  times  to  learn  and  to  know 
that  "our  church  is  the  true  Church." 
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"FOR  TIME  AND  FOR  ALL  ETERNITY"      {Concluded  from  page  127.) 

intimate  relationship  between  man  and  woman,  it  is 
the  law  of  celestial  marriage  which  provides  the  par- 
ticular test  leading  to  the  ultimate  in  rewards — the 
great  privilege  of  having  "glory  added  upon  their 
heads  forever  and  ever."  This  can  be  achieved.  And 
who,  understanding  it,  would  not  want  it? 

But  the  ground  rules  must  be  complied  with;  the 
covenants  must  be  timely  entered  into — in  the  season 
thereof.  Later  is  too  late. 


And  as  pertaining  to  the  new  and  everlasting 
covenant  [eternal  marriage] ,  it  was  instituted  for  the 
fulness  of  my  glory;  and  he  that  receiveth  a  fulness 
thereof  must  and  shall  abide  the  law,  or  he  shall  be 
damned,  saith  the  Lord  God.  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 132:6.) 

The  time  to  achieve  spiritual  dominion  over  the 
appetites  and  passions  of  the  mortal  body  is  during 
mortality.  Therefore,  to  qualify  for  advancements 
man  and  woman  must  enter  into  and  abide  by  this 
celestial  covenant  during  mortality,  for, 

...  When  they  are  out  of  the  world  they  neither 
marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage;  but  are  appointed 
angels  in  heaven;  which  angels  are  ministering  ser- 
vants, to  minister  for  those  who  are  worthy  of  a  far 
more,  and  an  exceeding,  and  an  eternal  weight  of 
glory.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  132:16.) 

Thus,  the  covenant  of  celestial  marriage  must 
be  entered  into  during  mortality.    It  is  not  difficult 


to  discern  some  of  the  reasons  why  this  is  so. 

The  physical  body  is  attained  during  mortality, 
the  "second  estate."  The  very  purpose  of  the  second 
estate  is  to  provide  the  spirit  with  opportunities  to 
discipline  and  condition  the  body  so  that  it  will  be 
forever  a  useful  and  inseparable  tool  in  the  continu- 
ing progress  of  the  spirit.  It  is  in  the  realm  of  spirit 
where  growth  may  be  continuous,  not  in  the  realm  of 
flesh.  As  John  says:  "It  is  the  spirit  that  quickeneth; 
the  flesh  profiteth  nothing. ..."  (John  6:63.)  There- 
fore, the  extent  of  one's  progress  in  the  eternities  is 
determined  by  the  degree  to  which  one's  spirit 
achieves  mastery  over  the  flesh,  converting  it  to  spir- 
itual purposes.  The  scriptures  verify  that  all  of  God's 
commandments  are  spiritual,  not  temporal.  (See 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  29: 34,  35.) 

There  is  no  better  laboratory  for  the  development 
of  spiritual  control  and  the  genuine  love  and  oneness 
that  are  essential  ingredients  of  the  celestial  king- 
dom than  the  home,  where  the  husband-wife  and 
parent-child  relationships  prevail. 

A  marriage  in  the  House  of  the  Lord  "for  time 
and  for  all  eternity"  carries  with  it  the  indelible 
stamp  that  those  so  covenanting  have  timely  demon- 
strated their  worthiness  and  have  timely  signified 
their  willingness  to  keep  this  great  law.  It  remains 
only  for  them  to  continue  faithful  and  they  "shaU 
have  glory  added  upon  their  heads  forever  and  ever." 
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by  J.  Elroy  Jones' 


"I'm  18  now.  I  have  the  right  to  do  as  I  please. 
I  work  hard  and  pay  for  all  my  clothes.  I  should  be 
able  to  come  and  go  as  I  choose  and  not  have  any- 
body ask  me  questions."  With  these  angry  words, 
Tom  rushed  from  the  house  slamming  the  door  be- 
hind him,  leaving  his  mother  standing  in  the  hall 
confused  and  hurt.  What  had  she  said?  Why  should 
he  lash  out  at  her  like  this?  All  she  had  done  was 
suggest  that  he  should  stay  home  tonight  and  spend 
the  evening  studying. 

Home— Where  We  Recharge  with  Mutual  Love 

This  is  probably  not  an  unusual  occurrence  where 
18-year-olds  are  concerned,  and  perhaps  there  are 
some  understandable  reasons.  Certainly  there  are 
some  basic  gospel  principles  that  should  be  under- 
stood if  the  proper  relationships  are  to  be  maintained 
in  the  home. 

An  18-year-old  boy  is  a  special  kind  of  person. 
He  is  special  in  that  he  is  struggling  to  assert  his 
manhood  and  independence.  This  seems  to  be  an 
age  when  young  adults  feel  a  genuine  need  to  rebel, 
and  many  find  much  more  devastating  outlets  for 
their  rebellion  than  merely  rushing  from  the  house  in 
momentary  anger.  Parents  should  understand  this 
need  and  not  "provoke  their  children  to  anger."  But 
parents  have  other  obligations  too — obligations 
placed  upon  them  by  the  Lord  to  counsel  and  guide 
their  children.  And  children  also  have  obligations; 
the  Biblical  injunction  to  "Honour  thy  father  and 
thy  mother"  is  a  timeless  prescription  for  young  peo- 
ple everywhere.  Our  beloved  President  David  0.  Mc- 
Kay spoke  often  of  obedience  as  being  the  source 
of  all  blessings.^  Both  obedience  from  children  and 
tactful  understanding  from  parents  must  obtain  in 
the  home  if  its  sanctity  is  to  be  preserved. 

Each  family  member  has  a  proportionate  respon- 
sibility to  contribute  his  best  self  to  the  family  of 
which  he  is  a  part.  In  order  for  the  family  unit  to 
become  the  next  thing  to  an  extension  of  heaven 
itself,  each  member  must  give  his  best  to  that  ob- 
jective.   Parents,  in  the  beginning,  while  their  chil- 

For  Course  5,  lesson  25  (April  12),  "Being  Responsible  for  Our 
Actions";  for  Course  11,  lessons  36,  39  (June  7  and  28),  "Eli,  the 
High  Priest"  and  "Saul,  the  Rejected  King";  for  Course  19,  lesson 
36  (June  21),  "Freedom";  for  Course  25,  lesson  39  (June  28),  "Do  It 
unto  Yourself";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  39;  and  of 
general  interest. 

iSee  David  O.  McKay,  Man  May  Know  ior  Himself;  Deseret  Book 
Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1967;  page  149. 

*J.  Elroy  Jones  is  director  of  the  Department  of  Security  at  the 
University  of  Utah,  where  he  took  his  B.A.  degree  in  1949.  A  past 
member  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir,  he  worked  in  the  Swiss-Austrian 
Mission  from  1946-1949,  has  served  as  a  bishop  and  stake  high 
councilor,  and  currently  teaches  the  Gospel  Doctrine  class  in  Monu- 
ment Park  8th  Ward,  Monument  Park  West  (Utah)  Stake.  His  wife 
is  Colleen  Keeler;  the  couple  have  six  children. 
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dren  are  still  in  the  formative  years  of  learning,  must 
inculcate  desires  for  family  harmony  and  love  into 
their  hearts.  All  must  want  to  work  for  this  ideal. 
All  must  have  the  desire  to  make  of  home  a  beautiful 
place  where  love  and  harmony  abide,  where  refuge 
can  be  taken  from  a  confused  and  indifferent  world, 
where  spiritual  and  emotional  batteries  can  be  re- 
charged with  the  energy  of  mutual  love,  considera- 
tion, and  appreciation.  As  children  grow  older  in  this 
kind  of  a  home,  they  learn  through  love  a  sense  of 
responsibility  to  others. 

Responsibility  and  Freedom 

One  of  the  basic  and  fundamental  precepts  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  freedom  to  exercise  our 
power  of  choice.  We  can  act  and  speak  as  we  will, 
but  we  must  take  cognizance  of  the  price  required 
for  doing  so.  For  every  word  we  speak  or  action  we 
take  there  is  a  resultant  reaction  either  redounding 
to  our  eternal  good  or  creating  a  situation  which, 
unless  repented  of,  will  carry  us  backward  or  down- 
ward. President  McKay  pointed  out  so  accurately 
that  "man's  responsibility  is  correspondingly  opera- 
tive with  his  free  agency."^ 

All  gospel  principles  are  naturaUy  and  insepa- 
rably intertwined;  one,  to  be  effective,  dependent 
upon  the  action  of  another — the  principle  of  progress 
being  the  result  of  them  all.  Obedience  to  these  prin- 
ciples is  the  requirement  for  meriting  blessings  from 
our  Father,  and  deviation  from  these  principles 
brings  sin  and  sorrow.  We  have  the  right  to  make  the 
choice.  If  we  act  responsibly,  we  will  make  correct 
decisions  which  in  turn  contribute  to  our  joy  and 
happiness  here  on  earth  and  to  our  eternal  progress. 

"Ifs  Nobody's  Business" 

Too  often  we  hear  young  people  say,  in  making 

^See  David  O.  McKay,  Gospel  Ideals;  Deseret  News  Press,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  1968;  page  302. 


an  argument  in  defense  of  their  right  to  use  drugs 
or  engage  in  harmful,  immoral  or  other  degrading 
practices,  "It's  my  body  and  it's  my  life  and  I  can 
do  whatever  I  want  with  it.  It's  nobody  else's  busi- 
ness as  long  as  I  do  it  to  myself."  On  the  surface 
such  an  argument  sounds  reasonable — ^but  is  it? 
Some  philosophers  have  said  that  we  can  do  nothing 
but  what  the  lives  of  others  will  be  affected  by  our 
actions,  unless  we  live  as  hermits.  I  have  known  a 
number  of  fine,  upstanding,  honorable  men  who,  in 
seeking  special  employment  with  the  FBI,  for  ex- 
ample, were  denied  that  opportunity  ^mply  because 
a  brother,  a  sister,  or  even  a  father  had  at  some  dis- 
tant date  been  arrested  on  criminal  charges.  Not 
fair?  Maybe  not.  But  the  FBI  could  not  afford  to 
take  a  chance. 

The  things  we  do  and  the  things  we  say  often 
have  a  profound  effect  upon  others,  and  we  there- 
fore bear  a  solemn  responsibility  to  people.  We 
should  always  remember  this  and  endeavor  to  con- 
duct our  lives  in  such  ways  as  to  reflect  credit  upon 
ourselves  and  especially  upon  those  we  love  and  those 
who  are  closest  to  us.  This  we  should  do  and  can  do, 
but  we  may  not  do  it — the  choice  is  ours  to  make. 

Therefore,  cheer  up  your  hearts,  and  remember 
that  ye  are  free  to  act  for  yourselves — to  choose  the 
way  of  everlasting  death  or  the  way  of  eternal  life. 
(2  Nephi  10:23.) 

Reading  references: 

1.  2  Nephi  2: 11-16,  27. 

2.  Doctrine  and  Covenants  104:17;  58:28. 

3.  David  O.  McKay,  Gospel  Ideals;  Deseret  News  Press, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1968;  pages  299-304,  346,  491., 

4.  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  The  Way  to  Perfection;  Des- 
eret News  Press,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1968;  pages  180-185. 

5.  James  E.  Talmage,  The  Articles  of  Faith;  University 
Press,  Boston,  Mass.,, 1968;  chapter  3. 

6.  James    E.    Talmage,    The    Great   Apostasy;    Deseret 
Nevi^s  Press,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1968;  page  21. 
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portant in  some  respect,  whether  he  chooses  to  he  so  or  not. 

— Nathaniel  Hawthorne. 
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I'll  Be  Running  in  the 
Light  All  the  Way" 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 


The  Savior  of  the  world  knows  that  our  trials  in 
this  life  can  be  severe  at  times.  He  himself  experi- 
enced terrible  pain  and  suffering  while  upon  the 
earth.  In  Gethsemane  he  said,  "O  my  Father,  if  it 
be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me."  (Matthew 
26:39.)  And  on  the  cross  he  even  cried,  "My  God, 
my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?"  (Matthew 
27:46.)  But  Christ  also  said  in  Gethsemane,  "Never- 
theless not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt."  (Matthew 
26:39.) 

Our  Savior  possessed  perfectly  the  treasures  of 
trust  and  obedience.  But  we  in  our  imperfections 
need  the  light  of  the  Spirit  to  carry  us  through  the 
trials  and  sorrows  of  life,  that  we  may  remain  obe- 
dient and  faithful. 

Just  before  the  Savior  was  crucified  he  prom- 
ised he  would  send  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  said: 

And  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give 
you  another  Comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with  you 

for  ever The  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost, 

whom  the  Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he  shall 
teach  you  all  things,  and  bring  all  things  to  your 
remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have  said  unto  you. 
(John  14: 16,  26.) 

Such  an  influence  comes  to  those  who  earnestly 
seek  to  live  according  to  the  Savior's  principles. 

Faith  and  trust  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  con- 
stitute a  kind  of  "mansion"  within  which  we  can  live 
on  this  earth  with  feelings  of  peace,  serenity,  and 
divine  joy.  It  was  not  meant  that  we  should  have 
a  full  knowledge  of  all  aspects  of  the  Lord's  plan  for 
us  as  we  sojourn  in  this  life.  The  Lord  wants  us  to 
demonstrate  the  "ultimate  trust"  in  him.  He  must 
have  wept  with  joy  at  the  faith  and  obedience  Abra- 
ham demonstrated  when  he  was  commanded  to  offer 

For  Course  11,  lesson  33  (May  24),  "Gideon,  the  Humble";  for 
Course  13,  lesson  38  (June  14),  "In  Gethsemane";  for  Course  17, 
lesson  28  (April  5),  "First  Principles  and  Ordinances";  for  Course 
25,  lesson  30  (April  19),  "Developing  Faith  in  Christ";  for  Course 
27,  lesson  29  (May  3),  "Salvation  for  All";  to  support  family  home 
evenmg  lesson  30;  and  of  general  interest. 
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up  his  son  Isaac  as  a  sacrifice.  The  Lord  had  told 
Abraham: 

.  .  .  Take  now  thy  son,  thine  only  son  Isaac, 
whom  thou  lovest  .  .  .  and  offer  him  .  .  .  for  a  burnt 
offering  upon  one  of  the  mountains  which  I  will  tell 
thee  of.  .  .  .  And  Abraham  built  an  altar  there,  and 
laid  the  wood  in  order,  and  bound  Isaac  his  son,  and 
laid  him  on  the  altar  upon  the  wood.  And  Abraham 
stretched  forth  his  hand,  and  took  the  knife  to  slay 
his  son.  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  called  unto  him 
out  of  heaven,  and  said  .  .  .  Lay  not  thine  hand  upon 
the  lad,  neither  do  thou  any  thing  unto  him:  for  now 
I  know  that  thou  fearest  God,  seeing  thou  hast 
not  withheld  thy  son,  thine  only  son  from  me. 
(Genesis  22:2, 9-12.) 

Often,  in  times  of  great  sorrow,  I  have  shared  in 
the  feeling  expressed  by  President  Joseph  F.  Smith 
at  the  death  of  his  son  Hyrum  M.  Smith.  He  said: 

My  soul  is  rent  asunder.  My  heart  is  broken, 
and  flutters  for  life!  O  my  sweet  son,  my  joy,  my 
hope!  O  I  love  him  still.  I  will  love  him  for  ever- 
more ...01  needed  him! .  .  .  He  was  a  prince  among 
men. .  .  .  And  now,  what  can  I  do!  O  what  can  I  do! 
My  soul  is  rent,  my  heart  is  broken;  O  God,  help  me!^ 

But  President  Joseph  F.  Smith  also  spoke  of 
his  continued  faith  after  the  death  of  his  son: 

There  is  only  one  course  that  I  might  pursue 
which  would  bring  about  mistrust,  and  fear,  trem- 
bling, and  doubt,  in  relation  to  these  things.  And 
that  would  be  for  me  to  deny  the  truth  and  cut 
myself  loose  from  the  guiding  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.^ 

Near  the  end  of  his  earthly  life  he  could  say: 

/  am  rich:  The  Lord  has  given  me  great  riches  in 
children  and  in  children's  children.  .  .  .  O  there  is 


iJoseph  Fieldmg  Smith,    The  Life   of  Joseph   F.   Smith;   Deseret 
News  Press,  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah,   1938;   page  474. 
2The  Life  of  Joseph  F.  Smith,  page  475. 
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nothing  in  all  the  world,  between  now  and  death  and 
the  resurrection,  or  throughout  all  the  countless  ages 
of  eternity,  equal  to  the  cause  of  Truth  that  Joseph 
Smith,  the  boy-prophet,  was  instrumental  in  the 
hands  of  God  of  revealing  and  re-establishing  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  It  is  greater  than  all  other 
things,  for  it  is  eternal,  the  greatest  thing  that  can 
come  to  man.  .  .  .^ 

The  story  is  told  of  an  engineer  who  pulled  his 
train  into  a  station  one  dark  and  stormy  night.  While 
he  was  going  calmly  about  oiling  his  engine,  getting 
ready  for  the  next  run,  a  timid  passenger  from  the 
coach  came  to  him  and  asked  if  he  was  not  afraid 
of  going  out  into  the  dark.  Without  looking  up  the 
engineer  said,  "I'm  not  pulling  my  train  out  into 
the  dark  tonight." 

"O,  I  beg  your  pardon,  I  thought  you  were  going 
to  be  our  engineer,"  said  the  man. 


^The  Life  of  Joseph  F.  Smith,  page  476. 


"I  am,  but  I  won't  be  in  the  dark  tonight,"  the 
engineer  replied. 

"Why,  I  should  think  you  would  be  very  nervous 
with  the  lives  of  all  these  men  and  women  on  this 
train  depending  upon  you." 

In  answer,  the  engineer  pointed  to  the  headlight 
that  threw  an  intense  white  light  several  hundred 
yards  ahead  on  the  track  and  said,  "When  I  pull  out 
of  this  station  tonight,  I  am  going  to  run  just  to 
the  edge  of  that  light,  and  when  I  get  there,  that 
light  will  be  extended  several  hundred  yards  ahead 
and  I  shall  run  to  the  end  of  that  light,  and  so  on 
throughout  the  night.  I'll  be  running  in  the  light 
all  the  way." 

In  spite  of  the  evil  in  the  world,  in  spite  of  the 
temptations  that  confront  all  of  us,  in  spite  of  the 
suffering  and  injustice  that  may  come  to  us,  we  can 
live  "in  the  light."  And  we  can  be  true  to  it. 
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Earth's  Springtime 


PORTION 

/  cannot  see 

Through  cloudy  walls  of  gray 

The  innermost  expression 

Of  the  day. 

Nor  do  I  know — 

Thought  is  a  failing  power — 

Why  bird  will  fly 

Or  bud  become  a  flower. 

The  eye  and  mind 

Can  but  reveal  a  part; 

The  one  complete  observer 

Is  the  heart. 

— Liz  Stoffel. 

SONG    FOR   PLANTING   TIME 

Furrows  now  push  through  the 

snow 
Leaving  their  stain  on  the  white, 
Fragrant  with  earth's  ancient  glow 

glow 
Coming  again  upon  light. 

Cradle  of  hope  for  the  world, 
Cradle  of  all  living  things. 
Here  where  the  future  lies  furled 
Under  these  brown  earthen  wings. 

Here  a  new  world  lies  asleep, 
Blessed  by  an  old  covenant. 
Think,  for  we  choose  what  we  reap 
Now  while  we  choose  what  we 
plant. 

Seed  the  new  furrows.  Rejoice. 
Sowing  determines  the  yield. 
Short  is  the  time  that  our  choice 
Lies  from  our  children  concealed. 

— Eva  Wiles  Wangsgaard. 

For  Course  17,  lesson  36  (June  14),  "The 
Book  of  Moses";  for  Course  25,  lessons  35  and 
39  (May  3  and  June  28).  "Look  Up — Look 
Down"  and  "Do  It  Unto  Yourself";  for  Course 
27,  lesson  38  (July  26),  "Strength  for  the 
Steadfast";  to  support  family  hoine  evening 
lessons  35  and  39;   and  of  general'  interest. 


MY    HERITAGE 

/  have  a  goodly  heritage, 
Not  wealth  nor  lands  nor  power. 
But  God's  green  earth  for  living  on, 
And  sunshine's  golden  dower. 

No  tyrant  enters  in  my  home. 
Nor  listens  at  my  door. 
Secure  I  walk  and  talk  and  live. 
And  keep  my  gains  in  store. 

And  I  am  free  to  watch  the  stars, 
To  know  God  lives  above; 
In  my  own  way  I  worship  Him, 
And  prosper  in  His  love. 

— Grace  Barker  Wilson. 
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SUPPLICATION    FOR 
SEASONS 

We  have  become  used  to  the 

seasons,  Lord, 
Changing  eternally — 
The  promise  of  lilacs 
Dying  mightily  for  hope 
Like  liberating  armies  ... 
Leaves  falling,  a  cover  for  the  soul 
As  well  as  for  chrysanthemums. 
Is  it  asking  too  much 
To  bring  this  bit  of  earth  along  to 

heaven? 
Or  is  there  greater  leaven 
In  timelessness? 

— Ruth  Allison  Coates. 

A  SPECIAL   PLACE 

/  have  a  spot  that's  all  my  own — 
outdoors,  beneath  the  trees — 

where  I  can  go  to  be  alone 
and  think  just  what  I  please. 

There  is  a  tree  to  lean  against; 

and  when  the  sun  is  high, 
leaf  patterns  lie  upon  the  ground 

and  birds  flash  through  the  sky. 

And  I  can  hear  the  tiny  sounds 
a  falling  leaf  might  make, 

and  watch  the  little  zigzags 
that  busy  ant  scouts  take. 

I  often  think  my  tallest  thoughts 
while  in  my  special  place, 

and  say  a  silent,  thankful  prayer, 
and  ask  to  grow  in  grace. 

For  there  is  something  more  than 
what 
I  think  and  see  and  hear: 
when  I  am  in  my  private  place, 
I  feel  that  God  is  near. 

— Evalyn  M.  Sandberg. 
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"Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints 


99 


BY  J.  Spencer  Cornwall* 


What  a  memorable  picture  they  must  have 
made!  —  that  homeless,  harassed,  discouraged 
band  of  fleeing  outcasts  on  their  way  to  Winter 
Quarters,  as  they  sat  about  the  campflre,  faces 
eager  with  expectancy,  listening  to  each  poignant 
line  of  a  great  new  hymn  unfold: 

Come,  come,  ye  Saints,  no  toil 

nor  labor  fear; 
But  with  joy  wend  your  way. 

Imagine  the  quickening  reaction  to  the  heroic  third 
stanza: 

We'll  find  the  place  which  God 

for  us  prepared, 
Far  away  in  the  West  .... 

If  William  Clayton  was  never  before  acclaimed, 
he  certainly  must  have  been  on  that  momen- 
tous occasion  as  he  sang  and  taught  his  immortal 
hymn  to  the  assembled  saints.  The  cumulative 
assurance  in  the  repetition  of  "All  is  well;  all  is 
well"  must  have  created  a  convincing  reality 
that  all  was  well.  That  "Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints" 
was  held  in  reverent  regard  by  the  pioneers  is  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  it  became  a  rule  of  the  camp 
that  if  anyone  started  singing  it,  all  should  join  in. 

Piecing  together  the  bits  of  information  left  to 
us  concerning  the  writing  of  "Come,  Come,  Ye 
Saints"  reveals  Httle  of  the  origin  of  this  great 
hymn.  The  account  given  by  Clayton  in  his  journal 
is  specific  but  brief.  He  writes  under  date  of  Wed- 
nesday, April  15,  1846: 

Last  night  I  got  up  to  watch,  there  being  no 
guard.  .  .  .  This  morning  Ellen  Kimball  came  to 
me  and  wishes  me  much  joy.  She  said  Diantha 
[Clayton's  wife  who  was  still  in  Nauvoo]  has  a 
son.  I  told  her  1  was  afraid  it  was  not  so,  but  she 
said  Brother  Pond  has  received  a  letter.  .  .  .  Truly 
I  felt  to  rejoice  at  this  intelligence.  .  .  .  In  the  after- 
noon President  Young  came  over  and  found  some 
fault  about  our  wagons,  etc.  In  the  evening  the 
band  played  and  after  we  dismissed  {a  group  of 
men)  retired  to  my  tent  to  have  a  social  christening. 
We  had  a  very  pleasant  time  playing  and  singing 
until  about  twelve  o'clock  and  drank  health  to 
my  son. 


He  continues: 

Henry  Terry's  horses  are  missing. 

This  information  is  followed  by  a  completely  off- 
handed statement  of  startUng  import: 

This  morning  I  composed  a  new  song  —  "All 
Is  Well."  I  feel  to  thank  my  Heavenly  Father  for 
my  boy.  .  .  .^ 

In  recent  years  additional  information  about 
the  background  of  this  hymn  has  come  to  hght.  It 
is  undoubtedly  a  fact  that  William  Clayton  was 
in  possession  of  a  hymn  which  was  revised  and 
pubhshed  in  1844  by  a  J.  T.  White  of  Georgia. 
Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  trace  the  origi- 
nal source  of  this  hymn,  but  it  still  remains  un- 
known to  this  writer.  The  hymn  was  entitled  "All 
is  Well."  William  Clayton  evident^  appropriated 
this  title  and  then  proceeded  to  use  the  tune  of  the 
hymn  as  a  basis  for  "Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints."  He 
also  revised  the  rhythm  of  the  White  arrangement 
to  fit  his  lines.2  From  what  can  be  determined,  the 
evidence  suggests  that  Clayton  was  a  good  musi- 
cian. He  played  horn  in  the  Nauvoo  band,  and 
when  he  finally  settled  in  Salt  Lake,  he  played  sec- 
ond vioUn  in  the  theatre  orchestra. 

In  addition  to  Clayton's  use  of  White's  tune  and 
title,  a  similarity  exists  in  two  verse  lines  of  the 
two  hymns.  The  White  hymn  reads; 

//  this  be  death,  I  soon  shall  be 
From  every  pain  and  sorrow  free. 

In  Clayton's  hymn,  two  lines  of  the  fourth  stanza 
read: 

And  should  we  die  before  our  journey's 

through  .  .  . 
We  then  are  free  from  toil  and  sorrow,  too. 


*J.  Spencer  Cornwall,  former  conductor  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir, 
is  presently  a  member  of  the  general  Church  Music  Committee.  He  is 
married  to  Mary  Haigh,  and  they  are  members  of  the  Grant  4th  Ward, 
Grant  (Utah)  Stake.  The  couple  have  seven  children,  26  grandchildren, 
and  one  great-grandchild. 

1  'William  ClaytorCs  ]ournal;  Deseret  News,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
1921;  page  19.  (Published  by  the  Clayton  Family  Association;  copy- 
righted  in  1921  by  Lawrence  Clayton,  trustee  for  the  Clayton  Family 
Association.) 

2  The  White  arrangement  of  the  hymn  is  to  be  found  in  a  hymnbook 
entitled  Original  Sacred  Harp,  revised  edition,  published  by  the  United 
Sacred  Harp  Musical  Association  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  in  1911.  The 
hymn  "All  is  Well"  appears  on  page  122  as  "re-arranged"  by  J.  T. 
White,  with  a  footnote:  "The  tune  has  been  published  before  it  was 
printed  in  the  'Sacred  Harp.'  It  was  named  by  White  for  the  'Sacred 
Harp,'    The    words   are   also   a   part    of   the   old   melodies." 


(Concluded  on  opposite  back  of  picture.) 
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Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints 

(Concluded  from  opposite  back  of  picture.) 


It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  J.  T.  White 
arrangement  of  "All  is  Well"  is  in  4/4  time.  Clayton 
wrote  his  arrangement  in  3/4  time,  and  it  was  pub- 
lished in  the  early  hymnbooks  of  the  Church  in  that 
form.  However,  just  before  the  publishing  of  the 
last  edition  of  the  LDS  hymnbook  in  1948,  King 
Driggs,  father  and  grandfather  of  the  famous  King 
family,  made  an  arrangement  of  the  hymn  wherein 
he  worked  out  a  mixed  measure  form  —  two  meas- 
ures in  4,  two  measures  in  3,  then  two  measures  in 
4,  followed  by  the  remainder  of  the  hymn  in  3. 
This  form  was  used  in  the  1948  edition  of  the 
hymnbook,  much  to  the  consternation  of  beginning 
conductors. 

Clayton's  journal  informs  us  that  his  company 
was  forty-eight  days  and  a  little  over  three  hundred 
miles  from  Nauvoo  in  1846  when  he  wrote  "Come, 
Come,  Ye  Saints." 

The  hymn  was  an  instantaneous  favorite  and 
has  become  increasingly  more  so  through  the  years, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  Church.  On  its  European 
tour  in  1955  the  Tabernacle  Choir  sang  "Come, 
Come,  Ye  Saints"  in  every  concert.  The  hymn  was 
encored  every  time  and  repeated.  In  Paris  a  third 
repetition  could  have  been  given  had  the  applause 
been  honord. 

When  the  Choir  arrived  in  Berlin,  a  German 
choir  from  the  Latter-day  Saint  branches  serenaded 
the  members  with  LDS  hymns.  Soon  they  launched 
into  the  singing  of  "Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints."  The 
members  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir  joined  them  in 
the  singing,  whereupon  the  German  conductor 
turned  and  conducted  both  choirs.  The  German 
choir  sang  in  German,  the  Tabernacle  Choir  in 
English,  but  the  difference  in  language  in  no  way 
diminished  the  immediate  unity  created.  All  were 
Latter-day  Saints,  and  the  singing  of  this  hymn 
made  them  one. 

The  Tabernacle  Choir  has  always  had  wide- 
spread response  to  its  singing  of  "Come,  Come,  Ye 
Saints."  When  the  Choir  performed  in  Cardiff, 
Wales,  a  woman  who  conducted  a  600-voice  choir 
attended  the  concert.  Upon  returning  home,  the 
Choir  received  a  letter  from  her  requesting  copies 
of  "Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints."  She  wanted  to  use 
the  hymn  in  her  next  concert.  Through  the  mis- 
sionary department  of  the  Church  250  copies  were 
sent  to  her  gratis.  When  she  received  them,  she 
wrote  the  following  in  reply: 


Your  overwhelming  kindness  leaves  me  speech- 
less. When  I  received  your  parcels,  I  knelt  before 
the  Lord  and  showed  Him  all  you  sent  me,  thank- 
ing Him  for  calling  you  to  express  such  Christian 
love. 

After  the  concert  she  reported  that  "Come,  Come, 
Ye  Saints"  was  the  only  number  encored.  Many 
such  requests  for  copies  of  this  hymn  have  been 
received. 

On  one  occasion  a  man  in  California  wrote: 

/  am  not  LDS,  but  I  love  to  hear  "Come,  Come, 
Ye  Saints."  It  is  always  a  source  of  inspiration  to  me. 

Another  wrote: 

Why  do  you  not  close  every  broadcast  with  your 
famous  hymn? 

The  following  letter  induces  a  chuckle: 

/  have  a  very  unusual  and  perhaps  impossible 
request.  Several  weeks  ago  your  choir  sang  the  most 
inspirational  hymn  I  have  ever  heard.  The  melody 
has  been  in  my  mind  ever  since.  I  can  remember 
that  at  the  end  of  each  phrase  were  the  words  "All 
is  well;  all  is  well."  I'm  sure  this  does  not  give  you 
much  to  go  on,  but  if  this  slight  hint  identifies  the 
number,  I  should  like  to  know  where  to  get  a  copy 
of  it. 

"Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints"  is  now  published,  by 
permission,  in  two  public  school  music  series  as  one 
of  the  10  best  American  hymns.  It  compares  favor- 
ably in  stature  with  two  of  the  great  hymns  of  the 
world  —  "La  Marseillaise"  of  France  and  "A 
Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God"  by  Martin  Luther. 
"Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints"  is  a  stirring  song  of 
emancipation  and  voices  the  cry  of  freedom  which 
is  found  within  all  people: 

We'll  find  the  place  which  God  for  us 

prepared  .  .  . 
Where  none  shall  come  to  hurt  or  make 

afraid  .... 
We'll  make  the  air  with  music  ring, 
Shout  praises  to  our  God  and  King  .... 
All  is  well.  All  is  well. 


For  Course  4,  lesson  30  (June  21),  "A  Long  Journey";  for  Course  7, 
lesson  42  (June  28),  "Pioneers  Made  Records";  for  Course  9,  lesson  39 
(June  28),  "A  Latter-day  Saint  Believes  in  Freedom  of  Worship";  for 
Course  11,  lesson  28  (April  5).  "Caleb,  the  Faithful  Scout";  for  Course 
15,  lesson  35  (June  28),  "At  Thessolonica,  Berea,  Athens,  and  Corinth"; 
for  Course  19,  lesson  36  (June  21),  "Freedom";  for  Course  25,  lesson 
29  (April  12),  "True  Humility";  for  Course  27,  lesson  38  (July  26), 
'Strength  for  the  Steadfast";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson 
29;  and  of  general  interest. 

Library  File  Reference:  HYMNS. 
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A  Flannelboard  Story  by  Marie  F.  Felt 


As  Jacob  sat  before  his  tent,  thinking  of  the  past 
and  of  how  good  God  had  been  to  him,  to  his  father 
Isaac,  and  also  to  his  grandfather  Abraham,  he  was 
very  very  grateful. 

He  knew  that  God  had  told  Abraham  he  was  a 
very  choice  person.  He  promised  Abraham  he  would 
watch  over  him  and  bless  him  abundantly;  also  that 
he  would  have  many  descendants  and  that  his  name 
would  be  great  among  all  nations.  The  birthright 
blessing  given  to  Abraham  was  a  very  special  bless- 
ing and  was  passed  on  to  his  descendants.  God  said 
to  Abraham: 

.  .  .  In  blessing  I  will  bless  thee^  and  in  multiply- 
ing I  will  multiply  thy  seed  as  the  stars  of  the  heaven, 
and  as  the  sand  which  is  upon  the  sea  shore;  and  thy 
seed  shall  possess  the  gate  of  his  enemies; 

And  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
be  blessed;  because  thou  hast  obeyed  my  voice. 
(Genesis  22:17, 18.) 

God  had  also  promised  Abraham  that  his  de- 
scendants would  bear  the  "priesthood  unto  all  na- 
tions." Then  he  said  that  all  people  who  received  the 
gospel  should  be  counted  as  Abraham's  descendants. 
God  said  they  would  be  very  grateful  for  this  and 
would  bless  him  as  their  father.  (Abraham  2:8,  9, 
10.) 

As  Jacob  thought  of  these  things,  he  remembered 
his  own  blessing,  which  he  had  received  from  Isaac, 
his  father.  Isaac  was  Abraham's  son  and  had  re- 
ceived the  birthright  blessing  from  him.  When  Isaac 
grew  old,  it  was  his  turn  to  pass  this  blessing  on  to 
one  of  his  sons. 

Jacob  remembered  how  he  had  knelt  before  his 
father  Isaac  to  receive  the  birthright  blessing.  He 
had  heard  his  father  say: 

. . .  God  Almighty  bless  thee,  and  make  thee  fruit- 
ful, and  multiply  thee,  that  thou  may  est  be  a  multi- 
tude of  people;  and  give  thee  the  blessing  of  Abraham, 
to  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  with  thee.  .  .  .  (Genesis 
28:3,4.) 


For  Course  3,  lesson  21  (May  24),  "We  Help  Grandmother  and 
Grandfather";  for  Course  9,  lesson  33  (May  3),  "The  Bible— A  Sacred 
Record";  for  Course  11,  lesson  38  (June  21),  "Saul,  the  Nation  Build- 
er ;  for  Course  13,  lesson  29  (April  5),  "Other  Sheep";  for  Course 
17,  lesson  37  (June  21),  Joseph  Smith's  Writings";  for  Course  29, 
lesson  26  (April  19),  "The  Father  and  Son  Appear  to  Joseph  Smith"; 
and  of  general  interest. 


Jacob  remembered  that  years  later  when  he  was 
traveling  alone,  someone  came  and  wrestled  with  him 
all  night  long.  And  when  morning  came,  Jacob 
learned  that  he  had  wrestled  with  a  messenger^  sent 
from  God  who  gave  him  a  special  blessing  and  said, 

.  .  .  Thy  name  shall  be  called  no  more  Jacob,  but 
Israel:  for  as  a  prince  hast  thou  power  with  God  and 
with  men,  and  hast  prevailed.  (Genesis  32:28.) 
\_End  of  Prologue.^ 

Jacob  and  his  children  and  all  of  their  descen- 
dants became  known  as  Israelites,  since  this  was  the 
hew  name  given  Jacob  by  God;  and  Jacob's  12  sons 
became  the  heads  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel. 

Among  Jacob's  twelve  sons,  there  was  one  who 
was  his  favorite.  This  was  Joseph,  who  was  sold  into 
Egypt  and  became  a  ruler  there. 

Now  Jacob  was  old  and  sick,  and  when  Joseph 
learned  of  it,  he  took  his  two  little  boys,  Manasseh 
and  Ephraim,  and  went  to  visit  Jacob.  As  they  vis- 
ited Jacob  said, 

And  now  thy  two  sons,  Ephraim  and  Manasseh, 
which  were  born  unto  thee  in  the  land  of  Egypt 
before  I  came  unto  thee  in  Egypt,  are  mine.  .  .  . 
(Genesis  48:5.) 

In  other  words,  Jacob  adopted  Joseph's  two  sons, 
and  they  became  as  his  own.  [End  of  Scene  /.] 

Jacob  asked  Joseph  to  bring  Ephraim  and 
Manasseh  close  to  him  so  that  he  could  bless  them. 
Then  Jacob,  whose  eyes  were  dim  with  age,  embraced 
the  boys  and  kissed  them.  And  he  "stretched  out  his 
right  hand,  and  laid  it  upon  Ephraim's  head,  who  was 
the  younger,  and  his  left  hand  upon  Manasseh's  head. 
.  .  ."  (Genesis  48:14.)  And  Jacob  said: 

.  . .  Bless  the  lads;  and  let  my  name  be  named  on 
them,  and  the  name  of  my  fathers  Abraham  and 
Isaac;  and  let  them  grow  into  a  multitude  in  the 
midst  of  the  earth.  (Genesis  48:16.) 

When  Joseph  saw  his  father's  right  hand  on  Eph- 
raim's head,  he  thought  that  Jacob  had  made  a  mis- 
take.  He  lifted  his  father's  hands  to  place  the  right 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 

iSee    Joseph    Fielding    Smith,    Doctrines    of    Salvation,    Vol,    1- 
Bookcraft.  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1954;  page  17. 
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hand  on  Manasseh's  head  because  he  was  the  first- 
born, and  the  left  hand  on  Ephraim's  head  because 
he  was  the  younger;  but  Jacob  refused  to  allow  this. 
He  knew  what  he  was  doing.  He  wanted  his  right 
hand  to  be  on  Ephraim's  head.  His  left  hand  he  want- 
ed to  be  on  Manasseh's  head. 

Then  Joseph  protested  and  said,  "Not  so,  my  fa- 
ther, for  this  is  the  firstborn."  Jacob  replied, 

/  know  it,  my  son.  I  know  it;  he  [Manasseh]  also 
shall  become  a  people,  and  he  also  shall  be  great:  but 
truly  this  younger  brother  shall  be  greater  than  he, 
and  his  seed  [descendantsi  shall  become  a  multitude 
of  nations.  {Genesis  48:19.) 

4 

Then  Jacob  blessed  Joseph's  sons,  saying,  "In 
thee  shall  Israel  bless,  saying,  God  make  thee  as 
Ephraim  and  as  Manasseh:  and  he  set  Ephraim  be- 
fore Manasseh."  (Genesis  48:20.)  And  that  is  how 
Ephraim  received  the  birthright  blessing.  And  to 
Joseph,  Jacob  said,  "Behold,  I  die:  but  God  shall  be 
with  you.  .  .  .  Moreover  I  have  given  to  thee  one 

portion  above  thy  brethren "  (Genesis  48:21,  22.) 

[End  of  Scene  II. li 

Many  years  passed  by,  and  both  Ephraim  and 
Manasseh  were  blessed  with  many  descendants.  Two 
of  these  lived  in  the  great  city  of  Jerusalem  about 
600  years  before  Christ.  One  was  named  Lehi.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  Manasseh.  (See  Alma  10:3.) 
The  other  was  Ishmael.  He  was  a  descendant  of 
Ephraim.2  These  two  fine  men,  with  their  families, 
as  commanded  by  God,  came  to  the  land  of  America 
to  live. 

One  day  Lehi  was  talking  with  his  young  son 
Joseph.  He  told  him  that  he  was  a  descendant  of 
Joseph  who  had  been  sold  into  Egypt.  He  told  young 
Joseph  that  Joseph  of  Egypt  had  prophesied  that  in 
the  latter  days  God  would  raise  up  a  choice  seer. 
Lehi  said  that  this  seer's  name  would  also  be  Joseph. 
(See  2  Nephi  3: 15.)  [End  of  Scene  III.'] 

We  Latter-day  Saints  know  who  God  chose  to 
be  this  seer,  don't  we?  It  was  Joseph  Smith,  our 
latter-day  prophet.  As  Joseph  of  Egypt  had  said, 
he  (Joseph  Smith,  a  descendant  of  Ephraim)  was 
"an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God,  with  exceed- 
ing faith  to  work  mighty  wonders  and  do  that  thing 
which  is  great  in  the  sight  of  God."  (2  Nephi  3:24.) 
[End  of  Scene  IV. 1 

Thus  has  the  birthright  blessing  which  started 
long  ago  with  Abraham  been  preserved  and  passed 
on  until  it  reached  this  land  of  America.  The  descen- 
dants of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh  are  here  in  great 
numbers.    They  have  brought  with  them  the  bless- 


^See   Journal   of   Discourses,   Volume   23,    page    184    (address    by 
Erastus  Snow,  May  6,  1882). 


ings  of  God  and  the  birthright  blessing  which  God 
gave  Abraham  and  Isaac  and  Jacob  long  ago.  [End 
of  Epilogue.'] 

How  to  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story: 

Key  to  Flannelboard  Figures 

OT— Old  Testament;  BM — Book  of  Mormon;  NT— New 
Testament;  CH — Church  History;  ML — Modern  Life; 
PGP— Pearl  of  Great  Price;  DC— Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

Characters   and    Props    Needed    for   This    Presentation    Are: 

Jacob  (OT250) .  (Prologue.) 

Tent  (Teacher  may  make  and  color  a  simple  drawing  of  a 
tent) . 

Isaac  giving  yoimg  Jacob  the  birthright  blessing  (OT251). 
(Prologue.) 

Jacob  after  wrestling  with  God   (OT252).   (Prologue.) 

Joseph,  ruler  of  Egypt  (OT253).  (Scenes  I  and  II.) 

Ephraim  (OT254).  (Scene  I.) 

Manasseh  (OT255).  (Scene  I.) 

Jacob  blessing  his  grandsons,  Ephraim  and  Manasseh 
(OT256).  (Scene  IL) 

Lehi  and  his  young  son  Joseph   (BM120).    (Scene  HI.) 

Joseph  Smith's  First  Vision  (Teacher  may  use  flannelboard 
story,  "Courage  of  a  Youthful  Prophet,"  The  Instructor, 
December,  1965;  or  any  other  picture  of  the  First  Vi- 
sion.)  (Scene  IV.) 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Prologue: 

Scenery:  Outside  Jacob's  tent. 

Action:  Jacob,  an  elderly  man  in  a  reminiscent  mood, 

is  seated  before  his  tent.  As  he  meditates  he  seems 

to  see: 

1.  His  father  Isaac  as  an  elderly  man  giving  him  the 
birthright  blessing.  (To  enrich  this  episode  the 
teacher  may  use  "Isaac  Blessing  Jacob,"  The 
Instructor,  centerspread.  May  1961;  and  flan- 
nelboard story,  "Jacob  and  Esau,"  The  Instruc- 
tor, February,  1953.) 

2.  Jacob,  after  wrestling  with  messenger,  being  told 
that  his  name  henceforth  would  be  "Israel."  (To 
enrich  this  episode  the  teacher  may  use  the 
flannelboard  story,  "Jacob  Is  Given  a  New 
Name,"  The  Instructor,  January,  1958.) 

(Place  Jacob  as  an  old  man  on  one  side  of  the  flannelboard. 
Leave  him  on  the  board  as  the  episodes  of  the  Prologue  are 
told  and  figures  placed  on  board.) 

Scene  I: 

Scenery:  Inside  Jacob's  tent. 

Action:  Joseph  brings  his  two  sons,  Ephraim  and  Man- 
asseh, to  visit  their  grandfather  Jacob. 

Scene  II: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:  Jacob  gives  Ephraim  and  Manasseh  a  blessing. 
(To  enrich  Scenes  I  and  II  the  teacher  may  use  The 
Instructor  flannelboard  stories  from  March  to  Aug- 
tist,  1953;  also  "God  Blesses  Joseph  in  Egypt," 
March,  1964.) 

Scene  III: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Lehi,  a  descendant  of  Joseph  of  Egypt,  has  come 
to  America  under  the  direction  of  God.  He  tells 
his  young  son  Joseph  about  his  progenitor  Joseph 
of  Egypt  and  prophesies  of  the  last  days. 

Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Yoimg  Joseph  Smith's  First  Vision.  (Teacher 
may  use  flannelboard  story,  "Courage  of  a  Youth- 
ful Prophet,"  The  Instructor,  December,   1965.) 

Epilogue: 

Tell  the  end  of  the  story  about  the  many  descendants 
of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh  who  live  in  America  today. 

Library  Pile  Reference :  ISRAEL. 
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THE  BEST  FROM  THE  PAST 


This  IS  a  supplementary  chart  to  help  teachers  find 
good  lesson  helps  from  past  issues  of  The  Instructor. 
Available  magazines  are  35(?  each.  Reprints  of  many  center- 
spread  pictures  and  flannelboard  cutouts  are  available  for 
10<!S  each  from  The  Instructor  office. 

We  encourage  Latter-day  Saints  to  subscribe  to  and 
save  I  he  Instructor  as  a  Sunday  School  teacher's  encyclo- 
pedia of  gospel  material. 


Abbreviations  on  the  chart  are  as  follows: 
Numbers  indicate:    Year — month — page. 
Fbs — flannelboard  story.     Cs — centerspread. 
Isbc — inside  back  cover.     Osbc — outside  back  cover. 
Conv — Convention  Issue. 
CR — Centennial  Reprint. 
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Superintendents 


What  lessons  can  we  as  superintendents  learn 
from  the  life  of  our  beloved  leader,  President  David 
O.  McKay,  a  prophet  of  God?  Out  of  his  experience 
of  64  years  as  a  General  Authority  come  these  quo- 
tations, gleaned  from  some  of  his  monthly  editorials 
in  The  Instructor.  He  was  its  Editor-in-Chief.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  these  expressions  will  be  helpful  to 
you  as  you  motivate  and  inspire  your  colleagues  and 
teachers  in  their  commitment  to  change  the  lives  of 
Sunday  School  members  for  the  better: 

With  all  my  heart,  after  many  years'  experience, 
I  say  to  you  young  people  especially  that  usefulness, 
pleasure,  joy,  and  happiness  in  this  life  come  by  fol- 
lowing Christ's  admonition  to  seek  first  his  kingdom. 

"Whatever  your  chosen  profession  or  vocation,  be 
determined  to  excel  therein." 

To  change  men  in  the  world  we  must  change  their 
thinking.  Men  do  not  go  beyond  their  ideals.  They 
often  fall  short  of  them,  but  they  never  go  beyond 
them. 

Be  true  to  the  spiritual  ideals  of  honesty,  virtue, 
chastity — the  anchor  of  your  life — bringing  happi- 
ness and  peace  to  your  soul  by  following  those  ideals 
in  daily  life. 

"As  members  of  the  Church  we  know  there  exists 
an  eternal  law  that  each  human  soul  has  the  power 
to  shape  its  own  destiny." 

No  man  is  truly  great  who  does  not  have  rever- 
ence for  Deity  and  for  things  sacred. 

"Noble  thoughts  applied  in  life  are  worth  more 
than  gold." 

Life  eternal  is  what  I  desire.  I  desire  it  more  than 
I  desire  anything  else  in  the  world — eternal  life  for 
me  and  mine;  for  you,  and  for  all  the  world. 

"You  may  not  be  able  to  convince  me  of  that 
which  you  know,  but  you  know  it,  because  you  have 
lived  it." 

There  is  a  natural  feeling  which  urges  men  and 
women  towards  truth;  it  is  a  responsibility  placed 
upon  mankind. 

"Every  time  we  perform  a  good  act,  every  time 


The  Bclio  of  a 
Prophet's  Voice 


we  express  a  noble  feeling,  we  make  it  more  easy  to 
perform  that  act  or  express  that  feeling  another  time." 

No  virtue  is  Tnore  important  to  be  developed  in 
the  minds  and  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  little  boys 
and  girls  than  the  desire  to  respect  the  feelings  and 
rights  of  others. 

"I  love  teachers;  I  think  theirs  is  the  noblest  of 
all  professions." 

Trust  is  the  foundation  of  being  a  representative, 
and  to  be  trusted  is  a  greater  virtue  than  to  be  loved. 

"The  greatest  responsibility  given  to  woman  is 
the  divine  gift  to  be  a  mother." 

The  true  end  of  life  is  not  mere  existence,  not 
pleasure,  nor  fame,  nor  wealth.  It  is  the  perfection 
of  humanity  through  individual  achievement  under 
the  guidance  of  God's  inspiration. 

"Man  is  not  just  an  animal.  He  is  a  spiritual  be- 
ing, a  soul;  and  at  some  time  or  another  every  man 
is  possessed  with  an  irresistible  desire  to  know  his 
relationship  to  the  infinite." 

There  is  something  about  man  that  urges  him  to 
rise  above  himself,  to  control  his  environment,  to 
master  the  body  and  all  things  physical,  and  to  live 
in  a  higher  and  more  beautiful  world. 

"There  never  has  been  a  human  being  in  the  world 
who  had  the  right  to  arrogate  to  himself  the  power 
and  authority  of  the  priesthood." 

Members  of  the  priesthood  belong  to  the  greatest 
fraternity,  the  greatest  brotherhood  in  all  the  world, 
the  brotherhood  of  Christ. 

"Be  true  to  the  Church,  be  true  to  your  families 
— loyal  to  them!  Protect  your  children.  Guide  them, 
not  arbitrarily,  but  by  the  example  of  a  kind,  loving 
father;  and  so  contribute  to  the  strength  of  the 
Church  by  exercising  the  priesthood  in  your  homes 
and  in  their  lives." 

I  am  grateful  most  of  all  for  the  gospel,  the  true 
philosophy  of  a  happy  life  which  sanctifies  and  makes 
operative  all  other  blessings. 

— Lynn  S.  Richards, 

First  Asst.  General  Superintendent. 
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Memorized  Recitations 


for  June  7, 1970 

The  following  scriptures  should 
be  memorized  by  Courses  9  and  13, 
respectively,  during  April  and 
May,  1970,  and  recited  in  unison, 
each  by  its  corresponding  class, 
during  Sunday  School  worship  ser- 
vice on  June  7,  1970. 

Course  13: 

(At  the  last  supper  Jesus  in- 


structs his  disciples  in  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  sacrament  and  ex- 
plains that  after  he  is  gone  they  are 
to  take  of  it  in  memory  of  his  sac- 
rifice for  them.) 

"And  he  took  bread,  and  gave 
thanks,  and  brake  it,  and  gave  unto 
them,  saying,  This  is  my  body 
which  is  given  for  you:  this  do  in 
remembrance  of  me." 

—Luke  22:19. 


Course  9: 

(We  are  reminded  that  the  priest- 
hood does  not  come  automatically 
to  any  who  desire  it;  it  is  given  to 
each  man  by  God  through  ordina- 
tion.) 

"And  no  man  taketh  this  honour 
unto  himself,  but  he  that  is  called 
of  God,  as  was  Aaron." 

— Hebrews  5:4. 


Answers  to  Your  Questions 

Class  Officers  Not  Elected 

Q.  Should  new  class  officers  be 
elected  each  year? 

A.  Sunday  School  class  officers 
are  not  elected.  They  are  nomin- 
ated by  ward  authority.  A  nomina- 
tion is  usually  made  by  the  teacher, 
approved  by  the  superintendent 
responsible  for  the  class,  and  final- 
ly approved  and  appointed  by  the 
bishop.  The  chosen  officers  are 
sustained  by  class  members  under 
the  principle  of  common  consent. 
As  classes  advance  or  membership 
changes,  new  class  officers  may  be 
appointed  from  time  to  time. 

Ward  Sunday  School  Conferences 

Q.  What  is  the  agenda  for  con- 
ducting ward  Sunday  School  con- 
ferences? — Olympia  Stake. 

A.  Ward  Sunday  School  confer- 
ence is  under  the  direction  of  the 
stake  presidency.  They  make  up 
the  agenda.  High  council  and  stake 
board  members  attend  as  directed 
by  the  stake  president.  "Regular 
Sunday  School  classes  may  prop- 
erly be  held  on  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing of  ward  or  branch  conferences. 
Stake  visitors  may  then  visit  var- 


ious departments.  The  time  in  the 
general  assembly,  before  separation 
to  classes,  which  is  usually  taken 
by  singing  practice  and  2  ^  -minute 
talks,  should  be  devoted  to  mes- 
sages from  the  stake  visitors."  (See 
General  Handbook  of  Instructions, 
No.  20,  pages  43,  44,  45.) 

Sunday  School  Worship  Service 

Q.  Who  gives  the  greeting  in  the 
worship  service? — Portneuf  Stake. 

A.  The  bishop  makes  the  deci- 
sion. Many  bishops  delegate  this 
responsibility  to  the  superinten- 
dency.  When  delegated  to  the  su- 
perintendency,  whoever  conducts 
gives  the  greeting  and  all  announce- 
ments. Sunday  School  should  then 
proceed  without  further  comment. 
Some  wards  give  no  greeting  or  an- 
nouncements. The  worship  service 
begins  by  the  playing  of  the  intro- 
duction to  the  first  song  promptly 
at  the  appointed  time.  The  choris- 
ter proceeds.  Printed  programs  are 
handed  out  or  mailed  to  the  mem- 
bers, or  Ksted  announcements  and 
participants  appear  on  a  board  in 
the  foyer. 

— The  General  Superintendency. 


COMING   EVENTS 

April  4,  5,  6, 1970 

General  Conference 

• 

April  5, 1970 

Sunday  School 

Child,  Youth,  and  Adult 

Area  Meetings 

4:20-6:00  p.m. 

(Salt  Palace) 

• 

April  5, 1970 

Sunday  School  Conference 

7:00-8:30  p.m. 

(Tabernacle) 


MOTHER'S  DAY 

May  3, 1970 
New  Zealand 

May  10, 1970 

United  States 

Canada 

Australia 

South  Africa 
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For  Faculty  Meeting  Enrichment 

Teachers  may  find  a  solution  to  the  problem  of  free- 
dom and  discipline  in  the  classroom  by  involving 
students  in  a  program  of  .  .  . 

Planned 
Consequences 

by  Blaine  N.  Lee* 

A  perpetual  problem  in  the  classroom  concerns 
misbehavior  of  students  and  the  function  of  dis- 
cipline in  trying  to  stop  or  change  the  misbehavior. 
Often  authority,  threat,  and  physical  means  are  used 
to  thwart  the  misbehaving  student  and  maintain 
order  in  the  class.  As  most  teachers  who  have  used 
these  methods  know,  this  approach  has  immediate 
results:  If  a  student  who  is  disrupting  the  lesson  is 
taken  from  the  room,  the  disruption  he  was 
causing  usually  ceases.  Because  this  approach  brings 
such  an  immediate  change  in  the  classroom,  it  is 
easily  resorted  to.  More  often  than  not,  however,  the 
misbehaving  student  will  behave  in  the  same  disrup- 
tive way  the  next  time  he  is  in  the  classroom. 

Because  it  has  immediate  results  and  requires  lit- 
tle extra  effort,  this  approach  is  tempting.  But  if  it 


*Blaine  Nelson  Lee  is  a  candidate  for  an  M.A.  in  educational 
psychology  at  Brigham  Young  University  and  a  member  of  the  Sun- 
day School  general  board.  For  two  years  he  has  served  as  a  graduate 
assistant  instructor  in  the  BYU  education  department,  and  he  has 
also  taught  in  many  Church  auxiliaries.  Shortly  after  his  return  from 
service  in  the  Western  States  Mission  (1965-1967)  he  married  Shammy 
Christian,  and  the  couple  are  now  members  of  the  Edgemont  5th 
Ward,  East  Sharon  (Utah)  Stake. 


nets  only  a  few  minutes  of  classroom  order,  and  pro- 
duces at  best  only  a  temporary  change  of  behavior, 
how  much  value  does  it  really  have?  Does  your  con- 
cern for  the  misbehaving  student  extend  beyond  the 
close  of  Sunday  School  class? 

Many  Reasons  for  Misbehavior 

There  are  many  reasons  why  students  misbehave. 
In  any  learning  situation,  even  the  most  ideal,  some- 
one could  have  an  excuse  for  misbehaving.  Causes 
can  be  attributed  to  one  of  three  things — the  teach- 
er, the  environment,  or  the  student  himself.  The 
teacher  may  be  unprepared,  nervous,  inexperienced, 
or  may  lack  the  Spirit.  The  classroom  may  be  over- 
crowded, too  cold,  or  too  hot;  supplies  may  be  inade- 
quate; other  students  may  be  talking;  or  the  lesson 
material  may  be  inappropriate.  The  student  himself 
may  be  hungry,  upset,  tired,  disinterested,  critical, 
noisy,  or  even  asleep. 

Certainly  none  of  these  conditions  is  conducive 
to  enthusiastic  learning.  But  learning  has  taken  place 
when  one  or  many  of  these  conditions  has  prevailed, 
when  the  student  has  assumed  part  of  the  responsi- 
bility for  his  own  learning.  Whether  a  disruptive 
condition  is  present  or  not,  each  individual  is  still 
responsible  for  his  behavior. 

Responsibility  and  Choice— An  Eternal  Principle 

Wilford  Woodruff  made  these  statements,  which 
elaborate  the  responsibility  each  of  us  has: 

Free  agency  and  direct  individual  accountability 
to  God  are  among  the  essentials  of  our  Church  doc- 
trine.^ 

With  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  human  family,  I 
wish  to  say  that  God  has  given  unto  all  of  His  chil- 
dren of  this  dispensation,  as  He  gave  unto  all  of  His 
children  of  previous  dispensations,  individual  agency. 
This  agency  has  always  been  the  heritage  of  man 
under  the  rule  and  government  of  God,  . .  .  By  virtue 
of  this  agency  you  and  I  and  all  mankind  are  made 
responsible  beings,  responsible  for  the  course  we  pur- 
sue, the  lives  we  live,  the  deeds  we  do  in  the  body.^ 

So  each  of  us  is  responsible  for  the  "deeds  we  do." 
Accepting  this  responsibility  for  our  acts  means  also 
accepting  responsibility  for  the  consequences  of  our 
acts.  Eternal  law  is  of  such  a  nature  that  we  will 
receive  the  consequences  of  our  actions,  whether  or 
not  we  desire  them;  so  it  is  to  our  advantage  to 
recognize  this  process  when  we  choose  to  act  in  a 


iWilford  Woodruff,  Millennial  Star,  52:34,  December  12,   1889. 
^Wilford  Woodruff,  Millennial  Star,  51:642,  September  1,  1889. 
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certain  way.  For  every  law  broken,  "justice  claimeth 
the  creature  and  executeth  the  law."  (Alma  42:22.) 
And  every  law  kept  invokes  a  blessing,  for  "there  is 
a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven  before  the  foun- 
dations of  this  world,  upon  which  all  blessings  are 
predicated."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:20.) 

The  natural  laws  of  this  world  are  similar.  If  we 
overeat,  we  gain  weight.  If  we  jump  off  a  cliff,  we 
fall.  If  we  don't  breathe,  we  die.  All  these  conse- 
quences follow  violation  of  or  compliance  with  nat- 
ural laws  of  life. 

In  the  same  way,  as  our  behavior  conforms  to  or 
violates  God's  law,  we  receive  just  retribution. 

Unrighteous  Dominion  and  How  to  Avoid  It 

What  does  this  have  to  do  with  Sxmday  School 
and  discipline?  We  have  discussed  one  common  ap- 
proach to  solving  classroom  behavior  problems — the 
removal  or  intimidation  of  the  student.  This  ap- 
proach is  vaguely  reminiscent  of  another  approach 
that  was  presented  in  the  heavenly  councils  before 
the  world  was  created.  Satan  presented  a  plan  for 
controlling  misbehavior  that  was  very  simple — mis- 
behavior would  not  be  allowed.  The  Lord  presented 
an  alternative  that  would  maintain  man's  freedom, 
and  allow  misbehavior  if  men  chose  to  act  in  that 
manner.  Today,  those  who  are  given  authority  to 
any  extent  must  determine  which  of  these  two 
plans  wiU  be  the  basis  for  their  interaction  with  oth- 
ers. One  plan  provides  the  opportunity  to  learn  by 
receiving  the  consequences  of  our  choices;  the  other 
imposes  artificial  consequences  and  allows  no  exer- 
cise of  agency.  Which  of  these  two  plans  is  a  teacher 
following  when  he  tells  a  student,  "Keep  still  or  I'll 
take  you  to  the  bishop"  or  "I  told  you  not  to  talk 
in  my  class — get  out"? 

There  is  another  approach  available  to  the  teach- 
er which  will  sustain  the  students'  agency.  This  ap- 
proach assumes  that  the  teacher  will  want  to  interact 
with  his  students  in  two  ways: 

First,  he  will  want  to  help  students  recognize  the 
natural  consequences  of  all  types  of  behavior  in  the 
classroom.  The  wise  teacher  will  assist  all  his  stu- 
dents in  seeing  how  their  behavior  is  affecting  both 
themselves  and  the  rest  of  the  class.  If  a  student  pays 
attention,  he  wiU  hear.  If  he  participates,  he  will 
probably  learn.  If  he  disturbs  others,  the  entire  class 
may  have  difficulty  learning.  If  he  does  not  learn 
the  gospel,  he  may  be  deprived  of  other  opportuni- 
ties in  the  future,  such  as  going  on  a  mission  or 
being  a  teacher. 


Second,  the  teacher  will  provide  the  opportunity 
for  students  to  choose  appropriate  behavior.  By 
"appropriate"  we  mean  behavior  that  brings  the  con- 
sequences each  student  reaUy  wants.  One  way  to  give 
students  this  opportunity  is  to  allow  them  to  estab- 
lish their  own  class  standards.  They  can  determine 
what  they  really  want,  and  what  they  have  to  do  to 
get  it.  When  some  students  choose  not  to  follow 
the  class  standards,  the  teacher  functions  as  a  guide 
to  help  them  recognize  the  consequences  they  have 
also  chosen  by  the  way  they  have  behaved. 

For  example,  suppose  the  class  decide  that  they 
would  like  to  learn  the  gospel.  To  learn  the  gospel, 
they  must  attend  Sunday  School,  participate  in  the 
lessons,  and  not  disturb  others.  When  a  student  is 
disruptive,  no  one  can  learn.  So  the  class  decide 
that  if  someone  continually  disrupts  the  class,  two 
class  members  will  talk  to  him  outside  of  class  to 
explain  how  he  is  affecting  their  learning.  This  is 
the  consequence.  (A  more  severe  consequence  may 
be  determined  for  disruptive  behavior  that  persists.) 
The  students  have  exercised  their  agency  in  three 
ways:  they  have  planned  what  they  wanted  to  get 
out  of  Sunday  School,  they  have  planned  certain 
methods  to  control  their  class,  and  they  have  all 
accepted  a  set  of  class  standards.  In  the  weeks  that 
follow,  a  particular  student  may  choose  to  disrupt 
the  class  and  thereby  receive  the  consequences  he 
has  already  recognized  and  determined.  If  the  stu- 
dent then  decides  that  he  doesn't  really  want  these 
consequences,  the  teacher  can  help  him  plan  so  that 
the  misbehavior  will  not  recur.  Throughout  the  ex- 
perience, fear  and  threats  will  not  be  used;  but  the 
teacher  wiU  "show  forth  an  increase  of  love  to  him 
...  lest  he  [the  student]  esteem  .  .  .  [the  teacher] 
to  be  his  enemy."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  121:43.) 

Real  Teaching— A  Labor  of  Love 

Outlined  above  is  one  approach  for  working  with 
misbehavior  in  the  classroom.  It  is  not  intended  to 
reveal  a  quick  and  easy  cure-all  for  classroom  prob- 
lems, but  rather  to  suggest  an  attitude  and  orienta- 
tion that  will  sustain  a  student's  freedom  and  lead 
to  more  effective  learning  situations.  For  this  process 
to  work  effectively,  the  teacher's  concern  for  an  in- 
dividual student  must  be  more  than  expressed — ^it 
must  be  felt  by  the  student.  This  may  take  more 
time,  more  effort,  more  consideration  and  prepara- 
tion; but  the  souls  of  students  are  at  stake,  and  how 
great  is  the  value  of  even  one  soul!^ 

^See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  18:10. 
Library  File   Reference:  TEACHERS  AND   TEACHING—TECHNIQUES. 
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Our  Worshipful 
Hyran  Practice 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  June 


Hymn:  "What  Glorious  Scenes  Mine  Eyes  Behold"; 
author  unknown;  composer,  Ebenezer  Beesley;  Hymns — 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  197. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  we  do  not  know  the  name 
of  the  author  of  the  stirring  words  of  this  hymn.  He 
must  have  had  an  awareness  of  the  gospel  in  its  full- 
est manifestations;  the  words  of  the  hymn  give  evi- 
dence of.  this.  It  may  be  that  today  only  converts 
who  join  the  Church  as  adults  and  are  suddenly 
aware  of  the  limitations  of  their  former  lives  and  the 
endless  possibilities  now  available  to  them  can  grasp 
the  excitement  of  those  early  saints  who  pioneered 
the  estabKshment  of  the  Church.  At  any  rate,  in 
order  for  this  excitement  to  be  recreated  ever  fresh 
in  our  minds  we  certainly  must  frequently  remind 
ourselves  of  the  marvelous  truths  of  the  gospel.  With 
what  feeling,  then,  can  we  sing  such  phrases  as  "All 
things  appear  divinely  new!" 

As  I  observe  various  conductors  throughout  the 
Church  from  time  to  time,  I  notice  many  similari- 
ties in  style  as  well  as  many  differences  in  ability. 
One  of  the  most  frequently  noticed  weaknesses  is  a 
lack  of  awareness  of  the  emotional  implications  in- 
herent in  hymn  texts.  Many  conductors  with  per- 
haps less  than  professional  training  can  nevertheless 
do  a  very  creditable  job  because  they  are  sensitive 
to  the  texts.  Enthusiastic  without  being  effusive, 
they  call  upon  imaginative  elements  to  point  up  the 
mood  and  meaning  of  the  hymn  to  the  congregation. 
When  different  moods  are  called  for  by  various  kinds 
of  music  and  texts,  they  can  capture  these  for  the 
singers  and  evoke  the  proper  response.  What  a  trag- 
edy it  is  when  a  plodding,  sterile  approach  is  used 
for  our  fine  hymns!  What  a  disservice  is  done  to  the 
congregation  and  those  who  have  called  us  if  we 
approach  our  assignment  on  Sunday  morning  with- 
out having  carefully  studied  the  hymn  from  every 
standpoint;  without  having  rehearsed  tempos,  phras- 
ing, and  every  detail  of  conducting  and  musician- 
ship; and  without  having  given  sufficient  thought  to 
the  place  the  music  should  have  in  the  service  and 
in  the  lives  of  the  worshippers!  How  thoughtless  we 
are  when  we  think  anything  but  our  best  is  good 
enough  in  the  worship  of  God! 

But  while  it  is  possible  to  do  an  acceptable  job 
without  knowing  all  the  refinements  of  conducting, 
it  is  nevertheless  much  easier  to  do  a  good  job  if 


these  skills  are  mastered.  Your  attention  once  again 
is  directed  to  the  Guidebook  jar  Conductors  and  the 
Guidebook  for  Organists.  These  guidebooks  are  full 
of  helps  for  church  musicians,  but  unfortunately 
many  of  our  people  have  not  yet  procured  them.  If 
this  is  the  case  with  you,  be  sure  to  obtain  your  copy 
without  delay  from  the  General  Church  Distribution 
Center;^ 

A  few  years  ago  Alexander  Schreiner  gave  some 
particularly  fine  advice  to  organists  concerning  their 
accompaniment  of  hymns.  Most  organists  need  to 
be  reminded  of  this  from  time  to  time: 

In  hymn-singing  the  organ  should  be  silent  when 
the  singers  are  silent.  The  organ  should  begin  with 
the  singing  sound  and  end  with  the  singing  sound,  so 
that  the  organ  is  never  heard  alone.  While  it  is  true 
that  the  mechanism  of  the  organ  does  not  require  it 
to  breathe  between  phrases,  it  is  also  true  that  the 
music  itself  requires  silences  between  phrases.  Pre- 
tend that  the  organ  is  not  a  machine,  but  that  it, 
like  the  singers,  also  needs  to  breathe.^ 

If  the  organist  takes  care  not  to  slur  from 
one  chord  to  the  next,  but  clearly  defines  not 
only  the  notes  but  the  rests  and  the  logical  breathing 
places  as  well,  he  will  find  that  he  has  a  grateful 
conductor;  and  the  congregation  will  sing  much  bet- 
ter because  of  the  clarity  of  the  playing  and  the 
musical  nature  of  the  phrasing.  Conductors  who  work 
with  orchestras  and  choruses  find  it  important  to 
have  the  orchestral  players  phrase  with  the  singers 
in  order  for  the  final  musical  result  to  be  completely 
rewarding. 

Of  course  it  foUows  that  the  organist  can  be  of 
great  help  in  improving  the  musicianship  of  the 
singers  by  phrasing  in  the  right  places,  by  giving 
slight  stress  to  important  syllables,  and  generally 
"singing"  with  the  congregation,  but  on  his  instru- 
ment. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  mistake  of  conduct- 
ing 3/4  meter  as  if  it  were  a  waltz,  but  there  seems 
little  danger  of  this  with  the  hymn  under  considera- 
tion if  one  is  aware  of  its  character.  Note  that  the 

(Concluded  on  page  145.) 

^General  Church  Distribution  Center,  33  Richards  Street,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah  84111.  Price  50c. 

^Alexander  Schreiner,  "Our  Worshipful  Hymn  Practice,"  The 
Instructor,  April,  1967,  page  158. 
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Junior  Sunday  School  Music  Period  for  the  Month  of  June 


Songs:  "Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints";  author,  William  Clay- 
ton; music,  Old  English  Tune;  Hymns — The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  13. 

"The  Handcart  Song";  author,  Lucile  C.  Reading;  music, 
Pioneer  Melody,  arr.;  Sing  With  Me,  page  E-7,  or  The  Chil- 
dren Sing,  No.  188. 

It  is  traditional  throughout  the  Church  to  turn 
the  attention  of  children  to  the  heroic  feats  of  the 
Mormon  pioneers  as  "Pioneer  Day"  in  Utah  (July 
24)  approaches.  It  was  on  this  day  in  1847  that  Mor- 
mon pioneers  first  entered  the  Salt  Lake  Valley.  In 
countries  apart  from  the  United  States  it  would  be 
important  also  to  teach  children  the  noble  accom- 
plishments of  those  who  pioneered  the  founding  of 
the  Restored  Church  in  their  own  nation. 

It  would  be  most  fitting  to  help  the  children  real- 
ize that  the  establishment  of  the  Church  is  still  going 
on,  and  that  there  are  equally  noble  efforts  and  ac- 
complishments being  made  today.  The  founding  and 
building  of  the  Church  from  1830  to  1970  is  but  the 
pioneer  effort  of  building  the  kingdom  of  God  on 
earth  and  ushering  in  the  millennium.  We  are  in  the 
very  midst  of  that  great  adventure! 

In  this  context  we  should  be  able  to  sing  with 
great  meaning  the  call  of  exhortation:  "Come,  come, 
ye  saints,  no  toil  nor  labor  fear,  but  with  joy  wend 
your  way."  The  Lord  has  said: 

For  my  soul  delighteth  in  the  song  of  the  heart; 
yea,  the  song  of  the  righteous  is  a  prayer  unto  me, 
and  it  shall  be  answered  with  a  blessing  upon  their 
heads.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  25: 12.) 

However,  like  any  blessing,  this  one  cannot  be 
realized  until  we  learn  and  teach  our  children  the 
principle  upon  which  the  blessing  is  predicated.  In 
this  case  it  is  to  sing  in  righteousness,  with  total  de- 
votion and  sincerity  to  the  personal  expression  of  the 
texts  of  our  hymns.    Part  of  that  blessing  will  be 


the  fortitude  to  withstand  courageously  and  success- 
fully the  trials,  hardships,  and  persecutions  which 
will  continue  to  increase  in  these  last  days. 

The  Handcart  Song:  One  of  the  small  but  warm 
memories  of  my  life  is  that  of  walking  down  the  hall 
of  a  ward  meetinghouse  one  July  morning  two  years 
ago  and  hearing  the  Junior  Sunday  School  singing 
lustily  "The  Handcart  Song."  In  Sing  With  Me, 
Sister  Lucile  C.  Reading,  first  counselor  in  the  Pri- 
mary general  presidency,  has  written  words  to  the 
song  which  may  better  fit  children's  understanding. 
These  words  are  given  here  for  those  who  have  not 
yet  obtained  copies  of  Sing  With  Me. 

When  pioneers  mov'd  to  the  west, 
With  courage  strong  they  met  the  test. 
They  pushed  their  hand-carts  all  day  long, 
And  as  they  pushed  they  sang  this  song: 

For  some  must  push  and  some  must  pull 
As  we  go  marching  up  the  hill; 
So  merrily  on  the  way  we  go 
Until  we  reach  the  Valley-0. 

Teach  first  the  chorus  of  the  song.  Explain  to 
the  children  that  these  are  the  actual  words  and 
melody  the  pioneers  sang.  Since  handcarts  are  not 
in  the  experience  of  most  children,  and  since  they 
tend  to  confuse  them  with  covered  wagons,  pictures 
are  a  must. 

How  can  we  help  children  sense  the  effort  involved 
in  pushing  and  pulling  a  handcart?  One  or  more  of 
the  following  may  suggest  ideas  to  you: 

1.  Provide  a  heavily  loaded  pushcart  outside  the 
meetinghouse,  preferably  on  uneven  ground  or  lawn, 
uphill,  which  children  may  try  to  push  under  super- 
vision after  Sunday  School. 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 


Organ  Music  To  Accompany  June  Sacrament  Gems 


June  Sacrament  Gems 
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2.  Let  the  children  stand  and  pretend  to  push  a 
heavy  cart.  This  would  be  especially  effective  after 
they  have  tried  suggestion  No.  1. 

From  such  experiences,  get  the  children  to  match 
the  singing  of  the  song  to  the  feeling  of  effort.  This 
is  the  basis  of  singing  this  song  "expressively." 

"Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints"  offers  an  intriguing 
discovery  in  finding  tiie  pulse  accent  groups  of  the 
meter  through  the  "clap-snap"  pattern.  It  is  the  first 
hymn  the  children  will  have  encountered  which 
changes  patterns  as  it  goes: 


In  4's: 
In  3's: 
In  4's: 
In  3's: 


Come,  come,  ye  Saints, no  [toil  nor  labor  fear; — 

"C"       "s"  "s"  "s"       \"C"     "s"       "s"       "b 


wend  your  way,_ 


But  with  joy. 

"C" 

Though  hard  to  you this 


iif^!}  "h"  "c" 


"C"       "s"  "s"  "s" 

Grace  shall  be 

"C"              "s"      "s 
better  far for 


journey  may  appear,, 
as  your  day,       'Tis 

t«*-i»)  "e"  "a" 


(tr^9>  **q"  **«" 


I  useless  cares. 

I  "C" 


us  to  strive 


"s"       "s" 


this,  and  joy 

"C"  "s"        "s" 

All    is    well!  

"C" 


from 
_  your 


Our 

us    to    drive; Do 

"C"  "s"         "s" 


hearts  will  swell.. 


"s"         "s" 


"s"         "s" 


All    is    well! 
"C" 


"s"         "s" 


Few  children  will  be  able  to  perceive  and  respond 
to  these  meter  changes  accurately  when  they  are 
first  introduced  to  the  song.  Indeed,  many  conduc- 
tors will  need  to  do  a  bit  of  homework  to  get  it  se- 
curely and  accurately  without  referring  to  the  hymn- 
book.  This  is  a  good  activity  to  practice  in  the  music 
department  meeting  of  monthly  stake  leadership 
meeting.  If  we  learn  to  present  it  accurately  in  the 
worship  service,  it  will  be  a  good  growth  activity 
for  the  children  even  though  they  respond  at  first  to 
the  model  they  see  rather  than  to  the  melody  they 
hear. 

This  hymn,  lying  within  the  octave,  adapts  well 
to  our  conduit  bells.  It  is  printed  in  the  key  of  A-flat, 
which  is  impractical  on  the  bells.  We  will  lower  it, 
through  number  notation,  to  the  key  of  G.  The 
lowest  pitch  is  E-flat,  or  sound  5  (sub-five)  in  the 
key  of  A-flat.  The  highest  pitch  is  E-flat,  or  sound 
5  in  the  key  of  A-flat.  Its  range  therefore  lies  from 
sub-five  through  five: 

Key  of  A-flat:    EF^ABCDE 
Scale  degrees:    5671         2  3         4         5 

Key  ofG:  DEFGABCD 

When  the  above  eight  "bells"  are  laid  out  for  the 
key  of  G,  the  children  can  then  play  the  melody  by 
numbers: 


CD_\  CED  O)  * 

ITTT)  1 


In  3's:     (?~7)  KJIJ)     5     (4     3)\(rj)     4     (3     .  'J) 

In  3's:    |(3~~3)     5      (4^?   I   C^     0      2 

In  3's:     (TT)  I  (TT)  1         (T^  i  (TT)    5         — 


In  3's: 


2       — 


(Numbers  indicate  degree  of  the  major  scale.  Unmarked 
pitch  numbers  occupy  a  complete  pulse  or  beat.  Circled 
groups  of  pitch  numbers  occur  on  a  single  pulse,  either  even- 
ly or  unevenly.  A  dash  indicates  that  the  previous  pitch 
carries  over  through  another  pulse  or  beat.) 

Choose  one  child  to  hold  each  bell.  Leave  enough 
space  between  children  so  that  there  is  no  confusion 
when  you  point  to  someone  to  play  a  pitch  of  the 
melody.  Give  the  children  something  quite  heavy  to 
strike  with  (the  handle  of  a  table  knife,  a  large  spike 
nail  or  bolt),  so  the  tone  can  be  heard  throughout 
the  room.  If  the  bells  are  struck  on  the  very  top  rim, 
they  do  not  swing  so  violently. 

At  first,  rather  than  call  eight  children  up  at 
once,  call  just  three  (sounds  1,  2,  3)  and  use  them 
to  build  standards  of  behavior.  For  example,  say, 
"Let's  see;  we  need  someone  who  can  hold  the  bell 
just  like  this,  keeping  it  quiet  when  it  is  not  needed, 
but  able  to  play  a  good  tone  at  just  the  right  time. 
Terry,  do  you  think  you  could  do  that?  Try  it!" 

Then  take  a  minute  for  Terry  to  show  that  he 
knows  how  to  hold  the  bell  quietly  and  play  exactly 
when  you  point  to  him.  Do  similarly  with  the  other 
two  children.  Then  point  out  the  beginning  of  the 
melody:  "1  (1ZZ3)  3 — •"  Have  the  children  sing, 
"Come,  come,  ye  saints"  to  those  three  pitches.  In 
a  game-like  manner  ask  what  is  needed  to  complete 
the  phrase.  Let  them  discover  the  need  for  a  sound 
lower  than  "1"  and  a  soimd  higher  than  "3": 


1 

(7) 

1 

2 

3 

(4)- 

No 

toil 

nor 

la    ■ 

bor 

fear 

Invite  children  to  add  these  new  tones,  reviewing 
the  entire  phrase  with  bells  alone,  with  singing,  with 
singing  and  bells,  with  bells  played  by  ear,  etc.,  to 
give  needed  repetition  and  practice;  but  always  with 
variety.  If  the  handling  of  children  is  planned  out  in 
detail  there  is  no  occasion  for  disorder  and  inatten- 
tion as  they  participate. 

Once  again,  monthly  stake  leadership  meeting  is 
an  excellent  time  to  practice  these  specific  steps, 
demonstrating  your  methods  for  your  colleagues, 
gaining  their  criticism,  and  sharing  ideas  which  oth- 
ers are  finding  successful.  -.  ^i  t-.  • 
^                                   — D,  Evan  Davis. 
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Are  You 

This 
Teacher? 


by  Scott  S.  Smith* 

Every  young  person  has  his  heroes,  and  some  of 
them  are  former  teachers.  However,  as  I  go  through 
college,  I  find  only  one  or  two  teachers  each  year 
who  stick  in  my  mind,  impress  me,  and  really  help 
or  inspire  me.  I  have  noticed  certain  things  in  com- 
mon between  these  teachers  and  those  who  have 
helped  me  through  seminary  and  Church  classes.  I 
think  it  is  worthwhile  to  share  these  thoughts,  for  a 
dedicated  teacher  can  change  a  person's  life.  I  have 
thought  of  my  comments  as  "Things  I  Want  in  a 
Teacher."  This  may  sound  self -centered,  so  perhaps 
I  should  say  that  these  qualities  in  a  teacher  are 
what  most  youth  desperately  need  today  more  than 
ever  before,  to  help  us  direct  our  lives.  Here  are 
some  of  the  qualities  most  important  to  me: 

1.  Empathy  and  sympathy:  an  understanding 
and  tolerant  attitude  toward  youth  and  their  feel- 
ings and  problems;  a  desire  to  go  out  of  the  way  to 
help  students,  showing  interest  and  friendliness, 
counsehng  us  outside  of  class  when  the  need  arises 


♦Scott  S.  Smith  is  tlie  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  G.  Smith, 
Thousand  Oaks,  California,  and  is  currently  serving  in  the  Central 
German  Mission.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Temple  City  (California)  High 
School,  and  before  leaving  for  his  mission  he  completed  a  year  of 
study  at  Brigham  Young  University. 


by  inviting  us  to  the  home,  giving  us  a  feeling  that 
anyone  can  approach  the  teacher  for  help. 

2.  Inner  strength  necessary  to  impart  comfort 
and  strength  to  others:  strength  to  inspire,  uplift, 
give  hope  on  a  realistic  level,  build  up  instead  of 
drain  (the  secret  of  a  well-attended  and  well-liked 
class) , 

3.  A  spirit  of  generosity  and  love  toward  all  man- 
kind: gentleness,  compassion,  brotherhood,  and  tol- 
eration for  all  peoples,  regardless  of  skin  color,  hair 
length,  poUtical  feeHngs,  or  nationality — ^in  short,  a 
Christlike  feeling  for  the  rest  of  the  world. 

4.  An  intelligent  faith  that  can  deal  with  con- 
temporary problems:  the  faith  of  a  person  well-versed 
in  "what's  happening"  in  the  world,  who  honors  and 
obeys  authority  while  rejecting  blind,  sheep-like  con- 
formity; who  has  strong  convictions  and  a  personal 
commitment;  who  is  never  wishy-washy  but  always 
remains  tolerant  of  other  viewpoints. 

5.  Knowledge  of  the  scriptures  and  teachings  of 
the  prophets  on  things  of  concern  to  youth. 

6.  Awareness,  creativity,  a  visionary  outlook:  a 
general  sensitivity  to  teaching  and  life  that  is  novel 
and  creative. 

7.  Honesty  and  frankness:  a  tactful  manner  that 
doesn't  hurt  others  yet  is  open  enough  to  estabUsh 
a  rapport  with  youth;  a  willingness  to  tackle  any  sub- 
ject without  causing  young  people  nervousness  or 
embarrassment;  an  honesty  that  rejects  sugar-coated 
conmients  and  platitudes. 

8.  A  dedication  to  living  the  principles  of  the 
gospel:  a  continuous  example  for  all  students  by  one 
who  is  a  doer,  not  just  a  preacher.  This  is  the  best 
guide  and  the  best  technique  for  a  teacher  in  in- 
fluencing the  lives  of  youth. 

Librarjr  File  Reference :  TEACHERS  AND  TEACHING. 


SENIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  HYMN  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  JUNE       (Concluded  from  page  142.) 


word  "Marked"  appears  above  the  first  measure. 
If  the  conductor  will  conduct  with  a  firm,  straight- 
forward style,  giving  each  beat  of  the  measure  almost 
the  same  stress,  the  singing  should  be  vigorous  and 
in  the  proper  mood. 

The  music  may  seem  a  bit  more  difficult  than 
that  of  some  other  hymns  we  have  learned,  but  once 
the  vocal  leaps  are  mastered  it  will  be  found  quite 
easy — ^with,  however,  sufficient  activity  in  each  of 
the  vocal  parts  to  maintain  interest.  The  charming 
trio  section,  first  with  the  tenors  and  the  two  treble 
parts,  then  with  the  basses,  is  a  particularly  delight- 
ful touch. 

If  difficulty  is  anticipated  in  the  presentation  of 
this  hymn  for  the  first  time,  it  might  be  advisable  to 


use  a  mixed  quartet  from  the  ward  to  present  it. 
Have  them  sing  firmly  as  the  congregation  sings  the 
first  stanza.  Once  again,  remember  always  to  think 
of  the  text.  Then  such  words  as  those  of  the  final 
stanza  will  have  real  meaning  for  the  members  of 
the  congregation: 

Now  Israel,  long  oppressed  and  grieved 
In  every  land,  in  every  clime, 
Shall  hear  the  word  of  God  and  live; 
This  is  the  time,  the  chosen  time. 

It  is  your  obligation  to  make  this  message  live  in 
the  hearts  of  the  singers. 

— Ralph  Woodward. 


APRIL      1970 


145 


Active  participation  in  meaningful  lesson 
activities  can  fire  youth  toward  the  goal  of . . . 

ETERNAL 
TOGETHERNESS 

by  Harold  M,  Berg* 


99 


The  gray  chill  of  the  February  dawn  which  sur- 
rounded the  Logan  Temple  was  offset  by  the  warmth 
which  glowed  within  each  member  of  the  Preece 
family.  On  this  day  the  family  was  to  kneel  around 
the  altar  and  be  united  forever. 

Missing  from  the  family  group  was  the  oldest 
son,  Larry,  who  had  been  taken  in  a  tragic  accident 
at  the  age  of  14. 

I  stood  in  the  temple  annex  and  shed  a  tear 
with  Sister  Preece  as  she  quietly  shared  with  me  a 
"feeling"  she  had  had  when  first  married  that  she 
would  know  the  suffering  of  the  loss  of  one  of  her 
children  before  she  would  know  the  joy  of  a  temple 
marriage. 

During  the  months  following  Larry's  death,  I  had 
seen  the  anxiety  and  eventual  joy  of  the  Preece  fam- 
ily as  two  successive  bishops  of  their  ward  guided 
them  in  preparing  to  enter  the  temple. 

Several  years  have  passed  since  the  Preeces  re- 
ceived their  endowments  and  were  sealed  together  as 
a  family.  The  family  have  gone  on  to  many  happy 
church  experiences,  including  filling  missions,  holding 
ward  positions,  and  enjoying  full  fellowship  in  their 
ward.  The  Preece  story  is  proceeding  happily. 

Counteract  the  Devil's  Advocates 

As  a  counselor  in  our  stake  Sunday  School  super- 
intendency,  I  visit  wards  and  observe  teachers  who 
are  helping  students  build  temple  testimonies,  tithing 
testimonies,  or  prayer  testimonies.  I  look  at  young 
people  approaching  marriage  age.  How  many  of  their 
lives  will  proceed  happily?  What  are  Church  teachers 
doing  early  in  these  children's  lives  to  help  them 
develop  joyfully  and  righteously? 

The  devil's  advocates  are  beefing  up  their  pro- 
grams so  that  young  people  will  be  "grabbed"  by  a 
theatre  marquee  which  warns,  but  entices,  with  "No 
one  under  18  admitted."  Young  people  are  challenged 
by  a  cigarette  which  is  "not  for  everyone." 

Church  teachers  must  counter  with  their  own 
"turned  on"  lessons;  and  turning  on  a  lesson  is  more 
than  orally  going  through  the  pages  of  a  manual. 


Students  need  to  become  involved.  They  must  par- 
ticipate. 

Well-planned  learning  activities  can  give  life  and 
zest  to  an  otherwise  passive,  sit-and-listen,  ho-hum 
lesson  period.  Students  don't  improve  their  deep- 
down  attitudes  and  goals  just  because  parents  say, 
"Go  to  Sunday  School";  superintendents  admonish, 
"Be  reverent";  or  teachers  plead,  "Sit  quietly."  They 
learn  when  the  lesson  changes  from  an  idea  in  a 
manual  to  an  urge  pounding  from  within.  Active  par- 
ticipation in  meaningful  learning  activities  can  kindle 
fires  which  bum  brightly  enough  not  to  be  doused 
by  counteracting  forces. 

To  Meet  the  Challenge 

Temple  ordinances  are  remote,  abstract,  and  un- 
familiar to  children.  It  is  a  special  challenge  to  de- 
sign learning  activities  that  will  help  them  prepare 
to  go  through  the  temple  and  look  forward  to  this 
blessing.  To  help  meet  this  challenge,  the  following 
suggestions  are  offered  to  involve  children  in  learn- 
ing activities  as  they  struggle  for  personal  meaning 
and  relevance  in  regard  to  the  temple  and  its  pur- 
poses, 

A  teacher's  choice  of  no  more  than  two  activities 
per  lesson  is  recommended.  These  activities  are  each 
tied  to  a  suggested  sub-concept  which  relates  to  the 
main  lesson  objective. 

Main  Idea  of  Lesson: 

A  testimony  of  temple  work  and  temple  marriage 
will  lead  to  a  life  which  brings  lasting  happiness  in 
this  world  and  in  the  world  to  come. 

1.    Sub-Idea: 

We  show  by  the  choices  we  make  whether  we  are 
directing  our  lives  toward  achieving  a  temple  endow- 
ment and  a  temple  marriage  or  away  from  such  last- 
ing blessings. 


For  Course  9,  lessons  30  and  31  (April  12  and  19) ,  "Our  Temples 
— A  Place  for  Sacred  Service"  and  "Our  Privileges  and  Opportunities 
in  the  Temples";   and  of  general  interest. 


*Harold  M.  Berg  is  an  elementary  school  principal  in  the  Davis 
County  (Utah)  district.  A  professional  oil  painter  and  writer,  he 
has  won  prizes  for  his  art  and  has  conducted  numerous  classes  and 
workshops  in  art  and  creative  writing.  Brother  Berg  has  served 
widely  in  Church  auxiliaries  and  priesthood  groups  and  is  presently 
assistant  superintendent  (adult)  in  the  Layton  East  (Utah)  Stake  Sun- 
day School.  His  wife  is  DeEtte  Lillian  Richards;  the  couple  have 
four  children.  They  are  members  of  Layton  5th  Ward. 
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Learning  Activity: 

Show  flashcards  upon  which  are  written  the  fol- 
lowing phrases: 

Smoking  cigarettes,  pipes,  or  cigars 
Paying  tithing  and  other  contributions 
Attending  sacrament  meeting 
Drinking  beer,  whiskey  and  wine 
Telling  unclean  stories  and  jokes 
Talking  badly  about  others 
Lying,  stealing,  cheating 
Attending  Sunday  School 
Doing  immoral  acts 
Filling  Church  assignments  asked  of  us 
Supporting  our  Church  leaders 
Living  the  Word  of  Wisdom. 

Write  two  headings  on  the  chalkboard:  "Acts 
which  lead  to  the  temple"  and  "Acts  which  lead 
away  from  the  temple."  Give  students  an  opportu- 
nity to  come  to  the  board  and  place  or  attach  each 
flashcard  under  the  heading  where  it  belongs. 

2.  Sub-Idea: 

If  I  know  all  the  requirements  to  enter  the  tem- 
ple, I  can  pattern  my  life  to  meet  these  requirements 
and  obtain  a  temple  recommend. 

Learning  Activity: 

Invite  the  bishop  to  visit  your  class  to  discuss 
the  temple  recommend  and  questions  he  asks  in  in- 
terviews for  recommends.  Provide  each  child  with  a 
duplicate  sheet  which  is  similar  to  the  bishop's 
blank  recommend  form.  Also  provide  each  child  with 
the  list  of  questions  which  the  bishop  asks  a  person 
seeking  a  recommend.  (Obtain  these  questions  from 
the  bishop.)  Encourage  each  child  to  follow  the 
sheets  with  the  bishop  as  he  reads  and  discusses 
them.  Discuss  any  questions  the  students  may  have 
with  the  bishop. 

3.  Sub-Idea: 

I  will  seek  more  diligently  to  gain  my  temple  en- 
dowment if  I  understand  that  it  is  one  of  God's  great- 
est gifts.  I  must  also  understand  that  an  endowment 
consists  of  promises  made  to  the  Lord  to  obey  him 
and  keep  his  commandments.  If  I  keep  these  prom- 
ises and  am  worthy,  the  Lord  will  return  a  great 
blessing,  or  gift,  to  me  in  the  eternities  to  come. 

Learning  Activity: 

Provide  packages  wrapped  as  gifts.  In  one  pack- 
age will  be  a  picture  or  small  model  of  a  temple. 
Attached  to  the  temple  will  be  a  card  which  reads, 
"The  Temple  Endowment."  Also  attached  to  the 
temple  will  be  a  small  envelope  which  reads,  "Find 
a  promised  blessing  inside."  Inside  the  envelope  will 


be  a  card  with  a  crown  drawn  on  it  and  a  note  which 
reads,  "You  will  become  a  king  or  a  queen,  a  priest  or 
priestess  in  the  next  world." 

Provide  other  gift  boxes  which  contain  worldly 
gifts  such  as  a  dollar  bill,  a  top,  or  an  article  of 
jewelry.  Ask  students  to  open  the  gifts  and  choose 
that  which  they  feel  is  the  greatest  of  all  gifts.  They 
may  then  participate  in  a  discussion  concerning  the 
temporary  worth  of  worldly  gifts  and  the  permanen- 
cy of  a  temple  endowment  for  a  person  who  remains 
worthy. 

4.  Sub-Idea: 

We  are  given  a  commandment  by  God  to  build 
temples.  The  Church  now  has  13  temples  and  will 
build  many  more.  We  should  understand  this  com- 
mandment and  should  contribute  to  the  building  of 
temples. 

Learning  Activity: 

Have  the  children  bring  to  class  as  many  pictures 
of  temples  and  the  three  new  temple  sites  as  they 
can  obtain.  Personal  family  pictures  may  be  pref- 
erable if  obtainable  and  suitable.  These  could  be  dis- 
played in  the  classroom  or,  with  the  bishop's  per- 
mission, in  the  chapel  foyer  for  sacrament  meeting 
or  some  other  meeting.  The  students  might  enjoy 
helping  with  this  display. 

Discuss  the  13  temples,  the  three  new  sites,  and 
the  pioneer-built  Kirtland  and  Nauvoo  temples.  The 
class  may  list  on  the  blackboard  the  names  of  all 
the  temples.  Using  a  map  of  the  world,  place  a  small 
picture  of  each  temple  on  the  map  to  show  its  loca- 
tion. 

Discuss  in  understandable  terms  the  meaning  of 
section  124,  verse  39,  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
(a  commandment  to  build  temples) . 

5.  Sub-Idea: 

I  will  do  my  part  to  bring  love  into  the  lives  of 
my  family.  Family  members  who  love  each  other 
want  to  be  sealed  together  in  heaven.  A  family  which 
is  not  sealed  on  this  earth  has  no  promise  of  being 
together  as  a  family  in  eternity.  (Illustrate  the  mean- 
ing of  the  seaUng  covenant  to  assure  correct  percep- 
tion by  the  students.) 

Learning  Activity: 

Invite  a  respected  family  to  visit  the  class  and 
bear  their  testimonies  regarding  their  love  for  each 
other  and  their  desire  to  be  together  in  heaven.  Send 
part  of  the  family  into  the  hall.  Have  class  members 
suppose  that  this  condition  of  separation  would  be 
permanent  in  heaven  if  the  family  were  not  sealed 
together.    Allow  class  members  to  discuss  how  the 

(Concluded  on  page  149.) 
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A  lesson  for  four-year-olds 


THE  LIVING 


A  Vital 

Influence 

hy  Emma  Marr  Petersen 

How  can  we  show  a  four-year-old  in  Sunday 
School  the  place  and  purpose  of  a  living  prophet  in 
the  Lord's  true  Church? 

Obviously,  such  a  small  child  has  Kttle  if  any 
background  for  a  direct  theological  approach.  The 
organization  of  the  Church  is  complex.  And  yet  the 
prophet-president  of  the  Church  is  a  vital  figure  in 
the  formation  of  the  child's  habits,  faith,  and  atti- 
tudes. 

Two  institutions  which  have  great  influence  in 
the  life  a  small  child  are  the  home  and  the  Sunday 
School. 

The  president  and  prophet  of  the  Church  has  an 
influence  on  the  home  just  as  he  does  on  the  policies 
and  practices  of  the  Sunday  School.  Therefore,  the 
prophet  of  the  Church  can  have  a  meaningful  and 
vital  effect  upon  the  Kfe  of  each  Latter-day  Saint 
child  when  his  instructions  and  counsel  are  adopted 
in  the  home  as  they  are  in  the  Sunday  School. 

We  can  teach  a  four-year-old  about  the  prophet 
of  the  Church  by  talking  about  those  things  which 
are  nearest  to  him,  helping  him  to  imderstand,  for 
instance,  that  because  his  parents  follow  the  teach- 
ings of  the  prophet,  their  Heavenly  Father  has 
blessed  them  with  a  good  home. 

The  teachings  of  the  Sunday  School  are  likewise 
given  under  the  guidance  of  the  prophet.  The  child 
believes  in  God  and  in  his  son  Jesus  Christ.  He  can 
easily  be  taught  that  God  speaks  to  us  through  men 
whom  he  calls  prophets,  and  that  these  prophets 
then  give  to  us  the  teachings  of  the  Lord.  In  the 
home  our  parents  help  us  to  understand  what  the 
prophet  wants  us  to  do,  and  that  we  will  be  happy 
if  we  follow  his  counsel. 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 


For  Course  3,  lesson  32  (June  14),  "We  Can  Do  Many  Things  at 
Sunday  School";  for  Course  4,  lesson  29  (June  14),  "Special  Helpers"; 
to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  38;  and  of  special  interest  to 
teachers  and  parents  of  young  children. 
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It  is  because  of  the  teachings  of  the  prophet 
that  we  pray  each  night  and  morning  to  our  Heaven- 
ly Father.  Because  of  the  advice  and  example  of  the 
prophet,  we  bless  our  food  at  each  meal.  Through 
his  counsel  we  show  love  for  our  fathers  and  mothers 
by  obeying  them;  because  as  we  obey  them,  we  obey 
our  Father  in  heaven. 

As  we  teach  how  fathers  and  mothers  follow  the 
advice  of  the  prophet  in  the  home,  it  would  be  help- 
ful to  show  pictures  of  family  groups,  possibly  one 
at  the  table  where  the  blessing  is  being  asked  on  the 
food,  a  family  home  evening  group,  or  a  family  at 
play.  In  all  family  activities,  we  live  and  work  and 
play  according  to  the  standards  which  the  prophet 
of  the  Church  sets  for  us. 

It  is  through  the  instruction  of  the  prophet  that 
Father  and  Mother  take  us  to  Sunday  School.  There 
the  teachers  teach  us  those  things  which  Heavenly 
Father  wishes  us  to  know.  Our  Heavenly  Father  tells 
the  prophet  what  these  things  are. 

The  late  President  David  O.  McKay  pointed  out 
in  his  book  Gospel  Ideals  (page  221)  that  in  Sunday 
School  we  not  only  teach  faith,  we  also  teach  hon- 
esty, courtesy,  punctuality,  self-control,  respect  for 
authority,  reverence,  and  worship. 

As  a  teacher  holds  President  McKay's  picture 
before  the  group,  she  might  explain  in  language  un- 
derstood by  the  four-year-old  that  this  prophet  asked 
us  to  be  quiet  and  reverent  in  Sunday  School,  to  love 
and  obey  our  parents,  to  be  kind  and  courteous  to 
other  people,  to  tell  the  truth,  and  to  come  to  our 
meetings  on  time. 

Such  an  approach  will  give  meaning  to  the  posi- 
tion of  a  prophet  in  the  minds  of  the  children. 

Pictures  of  Old  Testament  prophets  might  be 
held  before  the  class,  followed  by  pictures  of  the 
Savior  and  his  apostles.  It  should  be  explained  that 
these  apostles  were  prophets  too. 

Then  a  picture  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  could 


be  used,  followed  by  printed  portraits  of  at  least  a 
few  of  his  successors;  and  finally,  a  picture  of  our 
present  prophet.  President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith. 

SUGGESTED   ACTIVITIES 

(by  Child  Area  Committee) 

The  teacher  can  provide  an  opportunity  for  the 
four-year-old  child  to  engage  in  or  to  pretend  that 
he  is  engaging  in  some  of  the  activities  which 
our  Heavenly  Father  has  revealed  to  us  through 
prophets.  For  example,  the  teacher  can  say: 

"Let's  pretend  that  we  are  telling  a  story  and 
showing  pictures  at  our  family  home  evening.  It  is 
our  Heavenly  Father's  plan  that  we  hold  a  home 
evening,  but  we  know  about  it  because  we  have  a 
latter-day  prophet." 

"Let's  sing  our  favorite  Sunday  School  hymn. 
We  attend  Sunday  School  because  a  prophet  told  us 
that  our  Heavenly  Father  wants  us  to  attend  Sunday 
School." 

"Let's  fold  our  arms  as  if  we  are  getting  ready 
for  prayer.  This  will  help  us  remember  that  we  have 
been  told  by  prophets  how  to  talk  to  our  Heavenly 
Father.  How  do  we  talk  to  our  Heavenly  Father? 
Yes,  in  prayer." 

"Each  of  you  pretend  that  you  are  playing  your 
favorite  game.  Someone  wants  to  play  with  you. 
Someone  wants  to  play  with  your  truck  or  doll.  Our 
Heavenly  Father  wants  you  to  learn  to  play  with 
other  boys  and  girls,  and  he  wants  you  to  learn  to 
share  your  toys.  We  know  this  because  of  what  our 
prophets  have  told  us." 

Help  the  children  demonstrate  with  their  bodies 
how  they  would  be  acting  if  they  were  actually  en- 
gaged in  the  activity.  If  they  want  to  add  appro- 
priate words  while  they  pretend,  provide  the  needed 
help  so  they  can  express  themselves  as  they  would 
in  the  actual  situation. 


Library  File  Reference:  PROPHETS  AND  PROPHECY. 


ETERNAL  "TOGETHERNESS' 


(Concluded  from  page  147.) 


separated  members  would  feel  if  they  were  perman- 
ently separated.  Elicit  from  class  members  a  list  of 
things  which  may  be  done  to  show  more  love  in  their 
family  life.  Allow  them  to  choose  one  of  these  acts 
of  love  to  accomplish  during  the  week. 

A  supplementary  or  additional  activity  could  in- 
clude bringing  individual  family  pictures   of   class 


members  from  home  and  arranging  them  in  different 
combinations  within  two  circles  on  a  chart.  Entitle 
one  of  the  circles  "Together  in  Heaven"  and  the 
other  "Separated  in  the  Next  World."  The  class 
may  then  discuss  their  feelings  about  family  to- 
getherness. 


Library  File  Reference :  TESTIMONY. 
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Quarterly  Outline  of  Sunday  School  Lessons 


4th  Quarter,  1969-70 


COURSE  OF 
STUDY 
1969-70 

Course  No.  3 

Gospel  Lessons 

for 

Little  Ones* 

Course  No.  4 

Beginnings  of 

Religious  Praise* 

Course  No.  5 

Growing  in 

the  Gospel, 

Part  1* 

Course  No.  7 

Living  Our 

Religion, 

Part  1* 

Course  No.  9 
What  It  Means 

to  Be  a 
Latter-day  Saint 

Course  No.  11 

Old  Testament 

Stories 

APPROXIMATE 
AGES 

3 

4 

5 

6,  7 

8,  9 

10,  11 

JUNE  7 

We  Can  Do  Many 
Things  at  Home 

(31) 

Many  Helpers 
in  Our  Church 

(25) 

Babies  Are 

Blessed  by 

Elders 

(32) 

The  Bishop 

(39) 

John  the  Baptist— 

A  Great  Teacher 

and  Servant 

of  God  (36) 

Eli,  the 

High  Priest 

(36) 

JUNE  14 

We  Can  Do  Many 

Things  at 

Sunday  School 

(32) 

Special 

Helpers 

(29) 

Sick  People  May 
Be  Blessed 
by  Elders 

(33) 

The  Priesthood 
in  the  Home 

(40) 

Jesus,  the  Son  of 

God,  Is  Head  of 

This  Church 

(37) 

Samuel,  the 

King  Maker 

(37) 

JUNE  21 

Other  People  Can 

Do  Many  Things 

(33) 

A  Long 

Journey 

(30) 

Sunday  Is  the 

Sabbath  Day 

(34) 

We  Make 
Records 

(41) 

A  Man  Must  Be 

Called  of  God 

(38) 

Saul,  the 

Nation  Builder 

(38) 

JUNE  28 

Animals  Can  Do 

Many  Things 

(34) 

Making 
New  Homes 

(31) 

The  Sabbath  Is 

the  Lord's 

Special  Day 

(35) 

Pioneers  Made 
Records 

(42)        ■ 

A  Latter-day  Saint 

Believes  in 

Freedom  of 

Worship  (39) 

Saul,  the 
Rejected  King 

(39) 

JULY  5 

Our  Heavenly  Father 

Can  Do  Everything 

(35) 

Crops 

Were  Saved 

(32) 

We  Live  with 

Our  Heavenly 

Father's  Children 

(36) 

The  Bible  Is  a 

Record 

(43) 

A  Latter-day 

Saint  Is  a 

Good  Citizen 

(40) 

David,  the 

Young 

Champion 

(40) 

JULY  12 

When  We 

Experience  Pain 

and  Discomfort 

(36) 

A  Beautiful 
City 

(33) 

When  We  Know 
People  We 
Love  Them 

(37) 

The  Bible  Is  a 

Compilation  of 

Many  Books 

(44) 

People  Are 

Responsible  for 

Their  Own  Acts 

(41) 

David  in  the 

Wilderness  of 

Judea 

(41) 

JULY  19 

When  Those  We 

Love  Are  Away 

(37) 

Pres.  David  O. 
McKay 

(34) 

We  Make 

Friends  When 

We  Are  Kind 

(38) 

Jesus  Told 
Stories 

(45) 

We  Follow  the 

Counsel  and 

Advice  of  Our 

Church  Leaders  (42) 

A  Shepherd  Who 

Became  a 

King 

(42) 

JULY  26 

When  Others  Are 

Unkind  to  Us 

(38) 

Prophet 

Elijah 

(35) 

We  Feel  Happy 

When  We  Forgive 

(39) 

Letters  in  the 
Bible 

A  Latter-day 

Saint  Believes 

in  Prophecy 

(43) 

Solomon,  the 

Temple  Builder 

(43) 

AUGUST  2 

When  We 
Are  III 

(39) 

Noah  and  the 

Great  Rain 

(36) 

We  Do  Better 

When  We  Keep 

Trying 

(40) 

The  Book  of 

Mormon  Is  a 

Record— How  We 

Got  It  (47) 

Why  1  Am 
a  Mormon 

(44) 

Review 

(44) 

AUGUST  9 

Our 

Individual  Prayers 

(44) 

David,  the 
Shepherd  Boy 

(37) 

Respecting  the 
Rights  and 

Belongings  of 
Others  (41) 

Nephi  Gets  the 

Brass  Plates 

(48) 

Organization  of 

the  Church 

Provides  Many 

Opportunities  (45) 

Rehoboam,  the 
Foolish 

AUGUST  16 

Our 

Family  Prayers 

(45) 

David 

Becomes  a 

Great  King 

(38) 

We  All  Want 
to  Be  Happy 

(42) 

The  Pearl  of 

Great  Price  Is 

a  Record 

(49) 

Joseph  Smith— 
the  Great 
Latter-day 

1  Prophet  (46) 

Jeroboam,  the 

Deceitful 

(46) 

AUGUST  23 

The  Blessing 
on  the  Food 

(46) 

Baby  Moses 

Was  Protected 

(39) 

Jesus  Helps  Us 
to  Be  Happy 

(43) 

The  Pearl  of 

Great  Price 

(Writings  of 

Joseph  Smith)  (50) 

What  It  Means 

To  Be  a 

Latter-day  Saint 

(48) 

Israel  and  Idol 
Worship 

(47) 

AUGUST  30 

Prayers  at 
Sunday  School 

(47) 

Moses,  a 

Great  Leader 

(40) 

Helping  Others 

Makes  Everybody 

Happy 

(44) 

Teachings  from 

the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants 

(52) 

Final  Review 

Final  Review 
(48) 

*  Junior  Sunday  School  lessons  have  been  rearranged  for  more  effective  presentation 
at  appropriate  times  of  year.  Enrichment  in  The  Instructor  will  be  planned  to  support 
lessons  as  outlined  above. 
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Course  No.  13 
The  Life 
of  Christ 

Course  No.  15 
Ancient 
Apostles 

Course  No.  17 
Scriptures  of  The 

Church  of  Jesus 

Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints 

Course  No.  19 

Christ's  Ideals 

for  living 

Course  23 

Pre-Service 

Teacher  Training 

Course 

Course  No.  25 

Family  Home 

Evening 

Course  No.  27 

In  His 
Footsteps  Today 

Course  No.  29 

The  Master's 

Church 

12,  13 

14,  15 

16,  17 

18-22 

Pre-Service 
Teachers- 
Adults 

Family 
Relations- 
Adults 

Gospel  Doctrine 
Adults 

Gospel  Essentials 
Adults 

The  Last 
Supper 

(37) 

First 

Missionary 

Journey 

(32) 

Makeup  of 

The  Pearl  of 

Great  Price 

(35) 

Magnanimity 

(34) 

The  Need  to 

Maintain  High 

Standards 

(7) 

Honoring 

Your  Name 

(36) 

The  Royal 
Law 
(32) 

The  Aaronic 

Priesthood 

(32) 

In  Gethsemane 
(38) 

A  Great 

Controversy 

(33) 

The  Book 

of  Moses 

(36) 

Equality 
(35) 

Getting  to  Know 

Your  Students 

(8) 

Building  Our 

Foundation  on 

Christ 

(37) 

Heaven  for 
the  Humble 

(33) 

The  Higher 
Priesthood 

(33) 

A  Night  of 

Persecution 

(39) 

Paul  begins 

His  Second 

Missionary 

Journey  (34) 

Joseph  Smith's 

Writings 

(37) 

Freedom 
(36) 

Pre-Student- 
Teaching 
Observation 
(9) 

Samuel 

the  Prophet 

(38) 

Comfort  for 

the  Repentant 

(34) 

The  Kirtland 
Temple 

(34) 

Background, 
Purpose,  and 

Authors  of 
Scripture  (38) 

Loyalty 
(37) 

On  Calvary 
(40) 

At  Tnesalonica, 

Berea,  Athens, 

and  Corinth 

(35) 

Student-Teaching 

Seminar  1 

(10) 

Do  It  unto 

Yourself 

(39) 

Inheritance 

for  the  Meek 

(35) 

Review 

The  Resurrection 
(41) 

Paul's  Third 

Missionary 

Journey 

(36) 

The  Correctness 

of  Translation 

(39) 

Tolerance 
(38) 

Student-Teaching 

Seminar  II 

(11) 

The  Joy  of 

Creating 

(40) 

Compassion 
for  the 
Merciful 
■     (36) 

The  Doctrine 

and  Covenants 

(35) 

Final  Visit  to 

Galilee 

(42) 

Paul's  Third 
Missionary 

Journey 
(Continued)  (37) 

The  Primary 

Purpose  of 

Scripture 

(40) 

Progress 
(39) 

Culminating 
Activity 

The  Visit  and 

Compassion 

of  Jesus 

(41) 

Review 

The  Pearl  of 

Great  Price 

(36) 

"Feed  My 

Sheep" 

(43) 

Review 

The  Scriptures 

Are  Religious 

(41) 

Forgiveness 
(40) 

» 

M   £ 

go, 

u 

s 

1 

2 

a 

The  Sermon  on 
the  Mount 

(42) 

Promise  for 

the  Pure 

(37) 

Prophets  of 
The  Church 

(37) 

Darkness  and 

Destruction 

(44) 

Two  Years 

in  Prison 

(38) 

Read  Scriptures 

in  Context 

(42) 

Trust 
(41) 

The 

Sacrament 
(43) 

Strength  for 

the  Steadfast 
(38) 

Christ's 

Representative 

on  Earth 

(38) 

Among  the 

Nephites 

(45) 

The  Voyage 

to  Rome 

(39) 

In  the  Context 

of  the  Gospel 

(43) 

Worship 
(42) 

Commitment 

to  Change 

(44) 

Perfection  for 

the  Peaceful 

(39) 

Christ  Guides 

His  Church 

and  People 

(39) 

End  of  the 

Mission 

(46) 

A  Prisonter 

Chained 

(40) 

Inspired  of  God- 
in  Man's 
Language 
(44) 

Steadfastness 
(43) 

Making  Weak 

Things  Become 

Strong 

(45) 

Love 

Unlimited 

(40) 

The  Lord's 

Second 

Coming 

(40) 

"1  Am  with 

You  Alway" 

(47) 

Good  and 

Evil 

(41)* 

Christ— 

Our  Standard 

(45) 

Sacrifice 
(44) 

Seeking  and 
Recognizing 

Spiritual 
Guidance  (46) 

Striving  for 

Perfection 

(41) 

The 

Millennium 

(41) 

Looking  Toward 

the  Future 

(48) 

Paul's  Eulogy 

on  Love 

(42) 

Further  Study 

of  the  Scriptures 

(46) 

Eternal  Life 
(45) 

Twenty 

Questions 

(47) 

Living 

Waters 

(42) 

Living  Christ's 

Teachings 

(42) 

Review 

Summary 
(44) 

Final  Review 

Final  Review 

Final  Review 

The  True  Saints, 

Abiding 

Companion 

(43) 

Final  Review 

*  Starred  lessons  in  Course  15  are  found  only  in  the  Teacher's  Supplement. 
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ANCIENT 

DOCUMENTS 

RESTORED' 

by  James  R.  Clark* 

The  chart  opposite  shows  how  the  Lord,  working 
through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  others,  made 
certain  ancient  documents  available  to  us. 

The  story  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the  first  item 
on  the  chart,  is  so  well  known  that  it  needs  no  com- 
ment. Item  No.  2,  which  is  now  Section  7  of  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  most  people  miss  by  not 
realizing  that  it  is  an  actual  translation  by  Joseph 
Smith  of  an  ancient  parchment  written  by  John. 
Speaking  of  this,  the  Prophet  Joseph  said: 

During  the  month  of  April  I  continued  to  trans- 
late, and  he  [Oliver  Cowdery]  to  write,  with  little 
cessation,  during  which  time  we  received  several  rev- 
elations. A  difference  of  opinion  arising  between  us 
about  the  account  of  John  the  Apostle,  mentioned  in 
the  New  Testament  [John  21:22],  as  to  whether  he 
died  or  continued  to  live,  we  mutully  [sic]  agreed  to 
settle  it  by  the  Urim  and  Thummim.  .  .  .^ 

The  Doctrine  and  Covenants  Commentary  states: 

The  question  might  be  asked,  whether  the  Proph- 
et had  actually  seen  the  parchment  written  and  hid- 
den by  John,  or  a  copy  of  it;  if  so,  where  and  when 
did  he  obtain  it,  and  what  became  of  it? 

The  history  of  the  Prophet  does  not  furnish  in- 
formation on  these  subjects.  But  it  is  not  necessary 
to  suppose  that  the  Prophet  had  St.  John's  parch- 
ment, or  a  copy  of  it,  before  him,  when  he  received 
this  Revelation.  It  was  the  contents  of  the  docu- 
ment that  were  revealed.  It  was  just  as  easy  for 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  communicate  the  contents 
of  that  record  to  the  Prophet,  without  the  actual 
presence  of  it,  as  it  would  have  been  to  enable  him 
to  understand  the  language  in  which  John  wrote  it, 
whether  Greek  or  Aramaean,  which  languages  nei- 
ther Joseph  nor  Oliver  could  have  read,  except  by 
special  divine  interposition,  even  if  they  had  had  the 


For  Course  9,  lessons  35  and  38  (May  31  and  June  21),  "Other 
Sacred  Records"  and  "A  Man  Must  Be  Called  of  God";  for  Course 
15,  lesson  27  (April  19),  "Writings  of  John";  for  Course  17,  lessons 
35  to  38  (June  7  to  28),  "Makeup  of  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price,"  "The 
Book  of  Moses,"  "Joseph  Smith's  Writings,"  and  "Makeup,  Back- 
ground, Purpose,  and  Authors  of  Scripture";  for  Course  29,  lesson 
27  (April  19),  "Jesus  Reestablishes  His  Church";  and  of  general 
interest. 

*  James  R.  Clark  is  a  professor  of  religion  at  Brigham  Young 
University  and  the  author  of  The  Story  of  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price, 
which  contains  the  chart  used  with  this  article.  The  chart  (with  minor 
changes)   is  used  with  the  author's  permission. 

iReprinted  from  The   Instructor,  August,   1956,  page  256. 

-Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Volume  1,  pages  35,  36. 


manuscript  before  them.    The  miracle  would  have 
been  practically  the  sameJ 

Items  3  through  7  are  all  parts  of  the  present 
Book  of  Moses  in  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price.  They 
have  been  classified  into  three  separate  documents 
because  they  were  so  divided  when  recorded  by  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  W.  W.  Phelps,  and  Elder 
Franklin  D.  Richards. 

Item  8  is  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith's  revelatory 
revision  of  Matthew,  chapter  24. 

Item  9  is  the  inspired  translation  of  an  ancient 
Egyptian  papyrus  roll  which  contained  the  writings 
of  Abraham  and  which  had  been  buried  in  Egypt 
since  ancient  times. 

Item  10  is  a  second  papyrus  roll  possessed  by 
Joseph  Smith,  which  as  far  as  we  know  has  never 
been  published.  Of  this  Oliver  Cowdery  says: 

The  inner  end  of  the  same  roll,  (Joseph's  record), 
presents  a  representation  of  the  judgment:  At  one 
view  you  behold  the  Savior  seated  upon  his  throne, 
crowned,  and  holding  the  sceptres  of  righteousness 
and  power,  before  whom  also,  are  assembled  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  the  nations,  languages  and 
tongues  of  the  earth,  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  over 
which  satan  is  represented  as  reigning,  Michael  the 
archangel,  holding  the  key  of  the  bottomless  pit,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  devil  as  being  chained  and  shut 
up  in  the  bottomless  pit.^ 

In  the  second  column  are  given  dates  for  the 
original  writing  of  these  records.  Since  all  but  num- 
bers 1,  2,  and  8  are  before  the  time  of  Christ  or  B.C., 
the  dates  are  all  approximations,  because  none  of 
the  documents  themselves  carried  dates  correspond- 
ing with  our  chronology  and  calendars.  In  arriving 
at  these  dates  we  assumed  that  the  fall  of  Adam  and 
consequently  the  beginning  of  the  temporal  (time) 
history  of  this  earth  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  77:6) 
was  approximately  4,000  years  before  the  birth  of 
Christ. 

The  last  column — column  8 — ^indicates  the  date 
when  each  of  these  items  was  adopted  as  scripture. 

So  far  as  can  be  traced,  the  Book  of  Mormon 
became  a  standard  work  of  the  Church  by  informal 
adoption  at  the  organization  of  the  Church,  April 
6,  1830.  Item  No.  2  was  voted  on  in  1831  with  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  of  which  now  it  is  a  part. 

All  of  the  other  items  except  Number  10  first 
became  part  of  the  standard  works  by  a  formal  vote 
of  the  general  conference  of  the  Church  on  October 
10,  1880,  when  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price  became  our 
fourth  standard  work. 


Woctrine  and  Covenants  Commentary,  Hyrum  M.  Smith  and 
Janne  M.  Sjodahl  (revised  edition) ;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  1957;  page  40. 

*L.D.S.  Messenger  and  Advocate,  Voliraie  2,   1835,   page  236. 
Library  File  Reference:   SMITH,  JOSEPH— REVELATION. 
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DISNEY- AFTER  WALT" 


WALT  DISNEY:     trained  LEADERS  AS  HE  LED. 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbown. 

Tonight  I  made  a  date  with  Ally- 
son,  our  four-year-old  daughter. 
Her  hazel  eyes  opened  wide,  and 
her  long,  dark  eyelashes  fluttered 
gleefully.  Even  her  light  brown 
pony-tail,  now  almost  a  foot  long, 
bobbed  as  if  on  a  prancing  Shet- 
land. 

Our  date  is  months  away.  It  is 
for  Disney  on  Parade.  Happily,  our 
city  is  one  of  27  selected  for  the 
roadshow. 

AUyson  is  excited  because  there 
on  the  portable,  motorized  stage  in 
our  civic  auditorium  will  be  Don- 
ald Duck,  the  Three  Little  Pigs, 
Pluto  and  Dumbo,  and  Cinderella 
and  Peter  Pan.  There  will  be  Mick- 
ey Mouse  hats  and  cheery  Disney 
music  from  teen-age  boys  and  girls 
with  peach-blossom  cheeks — honor- 
rollers,  glee-clubbers,  yearbook  edi- 
tors, and  cheerleaders. 

When  Walter  Elias  Disney  died 
of  cancer  on  December  15,  1966, 
millions  of  admirers  of  all  ages 
around  the  world  mourned.  Many 
thought  his  passing  was  the  end  of 
a  world — of  wonderful  Walt  Disney 
entertainment.  They  were  wrong; 
very  much  so. 

Today,  three  years  after  Walt, 
Disney  productions  are  blossoming 
as  never  before  across  the  land  and 
around  the  globe.  Disney  on  Par- 
ade is  but  one.  Soon  to  open  in  the 

For  Course  19,  lesson  39  (July  12),  Prog- 
ress"; for  Course  25,  lesson  39  (June  28), 
"Do  It  Unto  Yourself";  for  Course  27,  lesson 
38  (July  26),  "Strength  for  the  Steadfast"; 
to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  39; 
and  of  general  interest. 


heartland  of  Florida  will  be  Walt 
Disney  World,  much  larger  than 
California's  top  tourist  attraction, 
Disneyland.  (Russia's  cosmonaut, 
General  Georgi  Beregovoi  exulted 
after  a  1969  visit  there:  "I  feel  25 
years  younger!") 

Two  years  after  Walt  Disney's 
death,  Disney  motion  pictures  were 
attracting  120  million  people  a 
year;  Disney  television  programs, 
another  100  million  a  week.  While 
other  major  movie  companies  were 
losing  money,  Disney's  family-type 
features  were  netting  millions.^  In 
1969,  while  the  stock  market  gen- 
erally tumbled  down  and  down, 
Disney  stock  almost  doubled. 

AUyson's  wondering  awe  and  the 
general  rise  of  Disney  after  Walt 
has  kindled  in  me  a  new  esteem  for 
the  farm  boy  from  Missouri  who 
reached  the  top  of  the  entertain- 
ment world. 

Some  people  measure  greatness 
by  how  much  the  man  is  missed 
after  his  death.  Perhaps  the  mea- 
sure should  be  on  how  little  the 
man  is  missed — at  least  in  his 
leadership  chair.  Someone  has 
said:  "The  best  leaders  train  lead- 
ers while  they  lead." 

Walt  -Disney  was  that  kind  of 
leader.  While  his  creative  genius 
was  making  hundreds  of  millions  of 
hearts  feel  younger,  as  a  chief  ex- 
ecutive he  was  training  others  to 
create  and  lead  as  he  had.  Now 
his  brother  Roy,  who  worked  at  his 
side  for  years,  guides  expanding 
Walt  Disney  Productions.  He  and 
other  Walt  associates,  now  in  the 
top  echelon  of  the  company,  are 

^See  Dun's  Review,  December,   1969,   pages 
34-38. 


training  a  new  crop  of  young  man- 
agers in  their  30's. 

While  I  have  been  admiring  Walt 
Disney  anew,  my  thoughts  have 
turned  to  a  couple  I  knew  weU.^ 
We  were  on  missions  in  England  to- 
gether. They  had  two  daughters 
and  two  sons.  The  father  was  an 
accountant,  an  able,  hard-working, 
quiet  man.  Death  took  him  unex- 
pectedly at  37,  following  stomach 
surgery.  The  family  struggled 
cheerfully  together  in  the  old  fam- 
ily white  stucco  farm  home.  The 
mother  obtained  a  position  in  an 
office.  The  children  continued 
their  school.  The  boys  also  worked 
in  food  markets,  gardening,  and 
other  odd  jobs;  the  girls,  in  house- 
keeping and  office  jobs.  Then  can- 
cer struck  the  mother.  For  years 
she  battled,  from  her  bed  and  out. 
The  children  worked  harder.  The 
family  stayed  together.  Death  re- 
lieved the  mother.  As  one,  the  four 
children  kept  pushing  upward, 
from  one  side  of  a  little  duplex. 
The  three  eldest  were  graduated 
from  college.  Both  brothers  ful- 
filled missions.  Now  one  is  a  man- 
ager in  a  large  merchandising  op- 
eration. The  other  is  pursuing  com- 
mercial art. 

Their  parents  trained  leaders 
while  they  led  in  the  home. 

I  hope  AUyson  and  her  sisters 
and  brothers  will  miss  me  a  little 
after  I  am  gone.  But  not  yearn  for 
me.  I  hope  they  will  walk  with  big- 
ger strides  than  mine,  and  in  some 
small  degree  like  those  men  of  Dis- 
ney after  Walt. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


'Heber  I.  and  Elizabeth  Cornwall  Boden. 
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